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DePue: Today is Thursday, August 25, 2011. My name is Mark DePue, Director of
Oral History with the Abraham Lincoln Presidential Librafgdayl'm
delighted to be in Carbondale, Illinois,me of Southern Illinois University
| Otadking to Joyce Webthis afternoonHow are you Joyce?

Webb: I'm fine.

DePue: I'm talking to Joyce because luérexperienced got to you because | knew
that you were involved with the Equal Rights AmendmERA] fight.

Webb: Yes.

DePue: You were in Houston in 1977.

Webb: | certainly was.

DePue: | alsofound out that you've got a very compelling story about founding the

Women's Center here in Carbondale as well. So there's a lot that we can talk
to you about, nathe leastof which isa little bit of Southern lllinois
University history as well.

Webb: All right.

DePue: So, glad to be here.
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Webb: My husband and | came to Carbondale in 1956.

DePue: Well, I'm going to back you way up here.

Webb: Oh, all right. All he way up(laughs)

DePue: Yes | usually get all of the background here, because I think that's important

to understanding people. Sshere were you bormand when were you born?

Webb: | am a native Seattleite, still proud of it. Wouldn't like to liverthnow, too
much traffic, too expensive, but it was a wonderful city to grow upd
that's where | met my husband, after | had grown up quite a bit.

DePue: Did you say when you were born?

Webb: April 18. That's the anniversary of Paul Revere's,refleoursein 1927. So
I'm a Calvin Coolidge childllaughs)

DePue: And, unlike some presidential candidates, you probably know where Paul
Revere took his ridé.

Webb: Yes, | know about it.lgughg

DePue: That was not rightout what the heck. How did yotamily end up in Seattle
at that time?

Webb: My mother was raised on a big lowa farm. My father was from St. Charles,
Missouri. They met in 1918 in Newport News, Virginia, where my mother
was working in what was a service club for sailors. It was calla#t samp
community services or something like that. My father was very musically
talented and very handsome, and she met him on November 3HE&tade
a great impression on everyone there. She married him on November 20,
1918, on her 28th birthdaflaughs)

DePue: Was he in the military at the tim@hat's at the tail end of the war.

Webb: He was counting coal sacks being loaded on ships going to Europe, yes, yes.
DePue: What was your mother's maiden name?

Webb: Martha Louise Moore.

DePue: And your fathe's name?

1 0On the campaign trail in 2011, a syntactic ambiguity suggested to some that vice presidential candidate Sarah
Palin had revised the story of Paul Revereds midnight
ignorance.
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Edwin Forrest Campbell Cooper. Edwin Forrest was a famous tragedian, of
whom his mother was deeply enamored when she was y@anghs) hat's
how he got his name.

But in 1927 they were in Seattldow did they end up there?

They married in 1918. They both decided they wanted to go west, following
Horace Greeley's advice | presume. They went to Montana, Great Falls
Montana, in 1919. In that first year, mother lost a child who died at birth.
They went to Great Fall3hey bothworked therehe in newspaper

advertising and mother probably in an offiShe had been to business school.
Neither of them had been to high school. They were like most people in their
generation.

She didn't like the scenergnd she didn't like the wéwedr. So they
moved to Seattle. They always did what mother wanted.t®tdd was part
of the relationship. In Seattle, after tid@ypeen there a year or so, or two, they
had a son, my older brother, in 1924. (phone rikggEuse me.

We need to unltak that.
Let's just let it goThey can leave a message.
We'll just ignore that.

He was delivered at home, but by a doctor, which is kind of intere3tiramn
three years latethey had me. | was delivered at a Christiarence midwive
home. My mother had wanted to join the Christian Science chamcdhthey
both did then. | was born the 18th of April of 27

They moved over to the north end of Seattle, which is just north of the
University of Washington. That's where | really grew wypning right to go to
high school and left to college. Isn't that excitirfigighs)Walking, how |
went away to school. We lost our home when | was five, in the Depression,
that would be 1932.

Now in 1927, when you were born, what was your fattzeng for a living?

He was the assistant advertising manager for the major department store in
Seattle, Frederick & Nelson, which was owned by Seattle people at the time.

Frederick & Ellston®hat was the name?

Frederick & Nelson. Hedd started out in Seattle, working for theattle
Timesin their advertising department. That paper is still family owned, if you
can believe it. That's unusual.

But | assume, after 1929, somewhere in theedost his position.
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He lost it n '31. Marshall Fields came in and purchased the.Sthey

brought their own peopl@hey brought college educated people in and things
like that, so he was out. And he really never had ghutidtime employment

for ten years after that.

But we lost he house, so we moved for a few years, out to what was
then a very small logging town, fifteen miles north of Seattle, called
Edmonds. It's now a huge exurb. But it was right on Puget Sound. We lived in
a dumpy little house, but you could always go toltbach and stuff like that.

It was okay with me.

I'm assuming he went there because he had some chance for employment
was itcheaper to live?

Cheaper to live. They found a place they could get into. Both my parents then
would do whatever #y could to earn a little hitvhen they could. We had a

one acre lotWe had about a half acre garden and chickens. | found out that
animal lover that | am, it's very hard to love a chicken. They don't
communicate well.laughg

Did they cooperatevhen you went to get eggs?

They were okay. Just, | wanted morevanted a relationship like you have

with your cat,(laughs)and it wasn't possible with the chickens. My mother
gave me one, a little golden chj@s a pet at one point, to try toactge my
viewpoint After Goldie grew up, | said to mother, "Why don't we have her for
dinner?"So we did. (laughs)

| assume there weren't cats or dogs around the house.

We always had a cdtdid get a puppy dog once, although my parents didn’
really want me toHe didn't last very long. He was darling, but he ate my
nightgown off the clothesline, which gave him severe stomach projéeris
he died. But next door was Molly the colihat's where we got our milk and
butter | mean right next dagat Mr. Cecil Bennett'$iouse.

He was fascinating because he was the retired railroad man with a big
straight wooden leg, the other one having been cut off by a train. He was very
kind, and | would go over for the milkin@ur cat would comeBennett cat
would come ouytthe old cat from next door would conad Mr. Bennett
would squeeze milk to the kitties while he was milking Molly, who was a
lovely Jersey cow. | always thought Jersey cows had beautiful brown eyes
like my dad. My father had beafuti brown eyesBut fathers cannot give their
daughters brown eyes, | learngdry disgusting.

Well, you've got beautiful blue eyes.
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They're not even blu¢hey're hazel'm informed.(laughs)That's what my
ophthalmologist told me. Sowevéidthere Let 6s s ee

Where did you go to school during that time?

Well, | had started school when | was four years old, at the school across the
street from us. They let me in the kindergarten for two weseid | loved it
Then[they] moved me to the first grad all day school at the age of

four' just because | could read. It was in the John Dewey péfibdt's a

terrible thing to do to a childut | was stuck with it the rest of my school

years | was always two years younger than my classmates.

Sao when wewent to Edmonds at five, | went into the second grade
was there for second, third, fourth, fifth and sixthen we moved back into
the city, into a huge old Victorian heap, rented#®%a month, up north of
the university, because it was more possthht they could get jobs that way.
So when | was ten, that was 1937, dad would get.dtj@muld last a while,
and then it wouldn't, and then another job and you kivether could always
go in and fill in, in offices and would do that.

| started earmig money early, first babysitting and then the job | hated
most of any jobs I've ever hatleaning someone's house on a Saturday.
(laughs)

Did that money go back into the family coffers?

It was for me, if | wanted clothes or anything. | wagiven money for

clothes and things. There wasn't much money in the hous¢helslme in

high school and college. My parents didn't pay any of my college expenses. |
lived thereg but | was on my ownl was too young to go to college when |

went anyway.

When you moved back into town, did the family still keep a big garBeh?
you still have chickens?

We had a small garden. We always had cats. I'm glad to say that my mother
seemed to think having a cat was esserntighose daysve'd havea cat who

had kittens. One doesn't do that anym{erighs)l have a cat now, who's

hiding probably, but he's not going to be the father of any kittens. And | have
a dog whaés not here, because he doesn't know how to behave withrwisit
He's out for thelay at the vét.{DePue laughdiie's not going to have any
puppies either(both laugh)

2 John Deweyvasan American philosopher, psychologist, Georgist, and educational reformer whose ideas
have been influential in education and social reform. Dewey is one of the primary figures associated with the
philosophy of pragmatism and is considered one of therfatfdunctional psychology
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DePue: Well, you had mentioned early on that your mother became a Christian
Scientist.

Webb: Yes.

DePue: Was religion then, a part of your lifgrowing up?

Webb: It was to my mothethe most important part of her life. | kept asking

guestions, the wrong questioniaugls) When | was thirteen, | really asked
the wrong questigrand | got sent up to the Sunday school superintendent,
who called my parent$o when | wat home that time, | sajdl'nfisorry, but

| can't believe the way you dand I'm not going to stay with this churah.

DePue: Well, that is a more demanding religion, sect of Christianity, than Some
would say.

Webb: Yeah. Wel| for one thing, there iso healthcare, absolutely none.

DePue: What brought your mother to it in the first pl@d2o you know?

Webb: Mother was the middle of eleven children, on an lowa farm. She had good

parents, had a good marriage. One older and one younger children died when
they were young, so she ended up the middle of nine.

When she got old enough, she wanted to go into town and go to high
school Her father wouldn't let hebecause there were still so many young
children at homeand her mother needed the help. She niergave him for
this. That's when her seeking started, looking for somethitignk. | talked
to her mother a lot about this, because we lived near her in the years my
husband was in graduate school

At seventeerfinally, she was allowed to go fromeharm in Scott
County, lowa, down to Cedar Rapjavhich wasn't far away, because her two
older sisters were in business school there. They hadn't gone to high school
either. But she never forgave her father because the two younger girls were
allowed to @ to high schoolSo, she thought that was terrible.

She did get to go to business sch@wid she turned into a very
efficienté At eighteen, she was up in Twin Cities, working in a big milling
company She liked thatand she liked the independence. §ad told
everyone she was never going to marry and never going to have children
Frankly, that would have been a good decision for Ilh@vould have been an
easier life for her.

But she was seeking all kinds of thinghe went to all kinds of
churchesl did that too, after | told the family | wasn't going to go to their
church anymoreShe got very interested in the health food movement, which
was on all over the placap in Minnesota and up in thegou know,
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Kellogg's and Post and all that stuffjust all tied together for her. It never
occurred to her that her children didn't have to do the same thing, go look for
what they thought was right for them. That never occurred t@ahdrshe had

a big problem with that.

What were the things thgou had problems with Christian Scientists?

Well, I'll start out with one of their major tenets; there is no death. Well, you
can't prove that by mé¢laugts) | thought there was.

Is that because this world is not the real world?

It's not earth, yeah, or something like that. | never could quite understand it. |
grew up sort of a stoic, becaygeyou hurt yourself, what mother would do
would beget out science and health and start reading tooeireason you

hurt yourself is becausmu were thinking wrong thoughts. | thought that was
nonsensgand | still think that's nonsense. | didn't break my ankle skiing
because | had a wrong thought. | hit a tree when | hit an ice patch. (laughs)
Broke my ski topthat just killed methey're \ery expensive.

| just couldn't buy itAnd the question | asked that got me in so much
trouble is, so why do Christian Scientists wear glas#ésall did in my
family. Oh, | didn't get an answergot people furious. That's what really
made mé | didn'twant to be anyplace where minds were closstll don't.

What was the family's reactioN?hat was your mother's reaction to this
declaration?

Oh, she knew I'd end up like th{taughs)She never, ever got over My
father did as he wasld, so he wouldn't be close to me at all either. But |
knew that what | had to do was right for me, so | did it.

You say your mother never got over it, but you weren't kicked out of the
house or anything like thavere you?

No, but I left & nineteen, rather than live there anymdliaughs)
Was it just a very chilly relationship the two of you had?

Mother's experiences in life were somewhat limit#edd she hadn't had a
wide educational experience. For example, she was viglantiCatholic,
based on what don't know. The girl across the street was the only child of
Catholic parentsand shgMother] would tell me, "I don't want you to play
with Betty." You know, like what's Betty going to do, pack me in a suitcase
and takeme to Rome or somethinglaughg We never discussed religion. |
couldn't go along with that, so | would fake out on things. | couldn't date a
Catholic boy.
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DePue: This is age thirteeri'm assuming you just refused to go to church with the
family after trat?

Webb: Yeah.

DePue: Did you reject Christianity or just Christian Science?

Webb: No, | went shopping.

DePue: At that time?

Webb: Um-hmm | would visit around, not every Sunday, but | would visit around.

There was a tiny Unitarian fellowship theasd Iwent there when | was in
college a number of timed found them interesting am nav a Unitarian, as

| believe | told you. | went to the Protestant churcbes they weré You

know, there's no ritual in a Christian Science chuftiere's no minister.

They don't do weddings, funerals, anything like that. And there was so much
ritual to me in the mainline Protestant churches that | found-futtfng.

| didn't go to a Catholic church. | reallyould have gotterkicked out
of the house if I'd done thaBut | did when | was nineteen and working in
Washington, D.C., just the year before we got married, with a friend who
worked with me and who was Cathol&e was furious when we came out.

We had gone to the St. Patrick's in New York Ciyd she said'You
didn't do anything right.And | said dwbat® She said ity up and
down Dbsaid, "Margie, I'm not Catholi¢ don't know when you're supposed
to get up and down(laughs)But | found that an interesting experience,
because Jim Farley paskthe plateY ou know who Jim Farley was?

DePue: | think I'm supposed to. | don't recall.

Webb: Well, you're too young. Roosevelpsstmastegeneral and a major
democratic figure at the timgeah.

Alsoé That's the best church visit | remember, becalsse as we
came out and we walked down by Tiffany's and across the, dtsesd to my
friend, "Look, it's theTin Woodmani'® Jack Haley and his wife were walking
down the street. | went across, over Margie's objections, and they were
delightful to me We walked with them for several blocks. They were very
nice people.

DePue: Let's get you back to Seattle and those years. You were now growing up,
junior high and high school. Did you get to go to high school?

3 The Tin Woodmanbetter known as eithéine Tin Man,is a character in the fictional Land of Oz created by
American author L. Frank Baum. In th&39 MGMfilm version of the story, the Tin Man figure was played by
actor Jack Hley.
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Yeah. | went to junior hight's no longethere. It was called John Marshall
Junior High School. | could go there or to a little old grade school. | was ready
for seventh grade when we moved back Inoked at that grade school and
thought Oh no, that looks just like the one out in Edmaritis not going

there. So | walked quite a distance to the junior high, seven, eight, nine, and |
was coevaledictorian of the ninth grade. | enjoyed it all rigHtked meeting

people and I'd been out of town for so lang

| walked my head off. We didn'tlhe many books at hoend I'm a
hopeless reader, all the time. | would walk a couple of miles to this school, a
couple of miles over here to the public library that was closest to us, and a
couple of miles home, toting all the bookaughs)l got a lotof exerciseit
was goodThen | went to Teddy Roosevelt High School. | was in a class with
750 people, if you can believe thdaughs)

So, compared to living in a logging camp, this is a huge environment, | would
think.

Well the logging tavn was about 1,500 people in two ®@idt's where they
treated the logslhey brought those great rafts and they'd stick them in the
mills and went to work on them. It's not like that any mbieh the mills are
gone there. Expensive shops and anotley &lip and things like that are
there now. | was just out there in May. Where were we?

We were talking about going to school and high school at that time.

Okay, went into high school as a sophomore. | can't say that | enjoyed high
school. When you're two years younger than your classmates, you're out of it.

Intellectually, it sounds like you were at their par, but were you socially?

Socially?Yeah, no, no. | hadn't had the chance to grow up enough. | decided
to work for the schol newspaperand | enjoyed that also had a teached Iv e
never forgottenHe taught Latin and Greek, and | still use that Latin class, |
swear.(laughs)

What was his name?
Waltere When | think of it I'll tell you.
Well, when we getd the transcript, you can get it down.

First name was Walter. Yeah, I'll think of it, but I'm slow at thinking of

names. But he was taken away from us. I'd like to have done four years of
Latin, because | learned that | was fascinated with wérdsort of an

amateur etymologist always have to kno& | wear out dictionaries like

mad I've got reference books coming out of reference books, and Howard got
me my own OEQOxford English Dictionary](laughs)
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| saw thajthat's impressive. Nowoy said that you had jobs, and | know
later on in your life, volunteering is going to be important to, ysuwell.

Well, | also volunteered when | was young. The year we came back in,
someone told mother ttéat

This was 19377

Yeah.é tha a ProfessoFloyd Schmidon campus, ran documentary movies
on Saturday for kidsSo we went downand it turns out you could volunteer
and serve as someotteseat themWe met in a amphitheater, like a science
amphitheater, and you could volunteer éodme of the usherkdid, and he

paid you. He paid you one candy bar, which was worth five cents, at the end

| saw wonderful stuffand that led me to go over to the museum on
campus, which was old, had quite an interesting olfactory problem, because
they had mummies there, like Inuit mummidtaughs)They're not there any
more. But when | asked, "What is that funny smetif@y told me what it was.
They have a new museum now, sans mummies.

| got the idea that you could do interesting thingganted to be an
archeologist, so | went to the universityvent to that departmerdand they
said, "Oh, we don't take girl$hey just get married and have babi&x'l
wasn't an archeology major, but | would have been happy there.

During this samé&ime period you moved back to Seattle in f8¥ the next
few yearsYou've already said that you're a voracious reader, that you were
ahead of a lot of your peers.

Always, all my life.

I'm curious, were you reading newspapafgere you payingttention to what
was going on in Europe?

Yes, yes. | gesixteen newspapers a week ndayrteenof which aré | get
the local paper get thePostDispatch which Howard and | started taking
when we moved here in 1956, and | buy the Tuesday andd&gTimes
although | ought to quit fooling around and subscribe to it. The Tugbtiay
Yorl Timeshas a superb science section in it.

Well the question & You're still awfully young, but what were you thinking
when you read about what was hapimg in Nazi Germany, in Europe in
general, in Asia at the time?

Oh, it was hard to take it iOf course Seattle, it's the 13th Naval District
headquartersSo the day that Pearl Harbor happefddt sérsething I've

4 The Inuits were an indigenous people of northern Carelaell aparts of Greenland and Alaska

10



Joyce Webb

DePue:

Webb:

DePue:

Webb:

DePue:

Webb:

Interview # ISEA-L-2011-036.01

never forgotten and never wilthat was my junior year in high scho@/e

were very gung ho about the wordore,l guess you'd say. | don't know if

you realize that, but in the war, we didn't get information until long after it
occurred. There was no immediacy about news at all. Yooeyes from the
newspapersand you got news from newsreels, because every time you went
to the movies, they ran a newsreel, but none of it wes-dpate.

What was so memorable about Pearl Harl@zafa you flush that out for us?

Oh, I'll neverforget that. Sunday morning, December 7, 1941. This was a
funny old Victorian house we lived.imhe bedrooms were upstairs. My
parents had gone to chur@md | had notBut | was awakened by sounds. It
probably was about 10:00 in the mornihthought Somethings wrong that
plane is too close to the hous&vent out on our big, high front poréhit was
on a hill, like so much is in Seaifleand the sky was full of planels was full.
Some of them are going this way, flying wesime of them are goirgpst.

We lived several hills away from Sand Point Naval Air Station, which
is on Lake Washington, that big lake on the east side of Seattle. | went then
and turned on the radio and heard that Pearl Harbor had been bombed and that
the planes were in theérdecause they couldn't leave them on the ground.
These of coursewere propeller planes. They would land, refuel, and go up,
land, refuel and go uhat went on probably about twerfgur hours. We
went on Marshal Law immediatelWe went on blackoummediately And
not long after that, they installed antiaircraft guns on the roof of my high
school, since we were so close to the naval air station.

Did you have any Japanese livitigere in Seattlat the time?

Oh yes We had kids in schoodnd when they'd send them off to
concentration camp, we'd go down to the train, lots of us, and you know. It
wasn't like California. There were areas ia state where it was kind of like
California, where they wanted the people gdag we didn't in tle area

where | lived. We thought it was horriblEhey'd send them to those camps
then draft their sons into the Army. That was bad business, bad business.

How did it change your parents' lives?

Well, when they came home from the church ttet, it was the first time

16 vseen them tear up. They weren't people who teared up about things. My
brother was seventeen, so that would be enough to scardegeuas in the
service for a while later gtut not for longHe didn't fit well. So they wer

upset about jtof course

Everybody at school was talkingjhe boys were talking about joining
up. People were trying to get them to gaitdwait and finish the year. Most
of them did. But in that huge class, we lost only one person. He was a nice

11
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fellow. And Howard and his much smaller clastere he went to high
school, they lost two of theirs.

Did you have any other relatives that were in the military?

| think all my boy cousins wereym-hmm, but no one was injured or killed.

Of course it wasn't like nowl can tune in to NPR now and the news, and

they will give the names of people who died in these two wars we're involved
in now. It wasn't like thathen.Y ou didn't know. You simply didn't know

what was happening.

How would youdescribe the mood of the country during that time?

| thought gung ho described it well. Are you familiar with that texeah,
okay. People felt very committed about it and very worried aiboiie
weren't in World War Il very londt wasn't all hat long. It was whatfour
years?And it had been going on since '39.

What was good was that there were jobs. That's when my father finally
got a job that lasted for a whilde worked at one of the big shipyaddk
wasn't a blue collar job, but it wasa'white collar job eithér and sved
enough money so they could go into a small business after that.

Did your mother work during that time?
Oh, yes.
Was she doing clerical work?

She would have a job here and a job there, asrataez Somebody's
secretary would go away, or they'd go to be with their huslama was in
the service or somethinBut she was always finding jobs like that.

Do you know what kinglof ships were being built where your father was
working?

Oh gosh, no. Now that's funny. Not the kind my husband was on later,
because he was on a baby flattop, and | think those were built down at Kaiser
in California. That's interestinggdon't know what they were building. | do

know they were working all thiéme. Alsoé you've been to Seattle

presume?

No, | haven'.

Oh, all right. When you go there, everyone will tell you to go to the Pike Place
Market, which is just up from the bay, Elliott Bay. All that area, the Bay Area,
was closed off, anthere were armed soldiers. You couldn't go past Third
Street, down to Second and First. There was one corner you could go down,

12
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because there was a small department store on Second that they let people go
down ta But there were guards arounxbu couldn'tgo near the docks at all.

The submarine pens were over, off of Magnolia Bluff, which was an upscale
housing arealrhe people who lived there had to go through checkpoint to go

to their houses and come out in the morning.

Some of the other thingsahdefine growing up and living during the Second
World War, are things like rationing. Do you recall that?

Oh yes.

Here you wergbefore that time, the family didn't have enough moseyif
you were expected to have clothes or shoes or samgdtke that, you went
out and earned your own

But she[Mother] was from a farming family. We had a half acre garden when
we were out in Edmonds, and we had a smaller one. BBetshe was very

good at making do. Yeah, all of a sudden you coatdaps. | wished | was
older, because | watheoretically, too young to get the jobs that | wanted to
get. So | lied about my agédaughs)

And got yourself a job?
Oh yeah, | got patime jobs that way. | was still in school, yeah.
What were they?

Oh goodness, | worked in bookstores, a combination gift store and hardware
store, didn't like the owner at all. | was the only one working there who wasn't
one of his kids. | was in a rather disadvantageous posfboth laugh)Oh,

al kinds of things. | worked at the downtown department store. | usually had a
couple of partime jobs going at the same time, to make ends.rii¢e didn't

make very much in those days. | started at twdinty/cents an hoyand |

went all the way up téorty.

Beside the relationship you had at home, was this a good time to be growing
up in the United Statedo you think?

Well, it was interestingAnd because we were coming out of the Depression,
yeah maybe it was. | learned a lot of thinigg being a Depression kid. | think
the most important thing | learned wdd ever have to work to take care of
myself, | can do it. I'll get a jgb'm not going to worry about it, because if
you have to, you do iflaughs)l've always clung to that.

Do you recall things like aluminum drives and rubber rationing, gas rationing,
things like that?

13



Joyce Webb Interview # ISEA-L-2011-036.01

Webb: Gas rationing, we had a$&ticker That was the low one, so we couldn't use
very much.Of course | turned sixteen during that period, so | didygt to
drive very much. Food rationing, yes. We had a booklet for.meat

Mother never liked meat particularly well. The rest of us did, but
Mother tried to win the whole war on macaroni and cheese. | can'titat it t
this day. My dad would get mad at hieecause she wouldn't use all the meat
rations.

There was sugar rationin@f course those women all canned. They
needed that sugar. Our next door neighbor, a matron of the Eastern Star and
everything else, got herself arrestbdcause she had hoardedjar in the
attic. Of course it turned rock hardbecause&eattlés kind of a damp place.

She got caughtlgughsg

Lots of thinggwere rationed] It was hard to find woolen clothintpr
example. It was hard to find shoes. Lots of things were ratj@med
whenever we opened a can at home, we would remove the label, cut both ends
out, put the ends inside the can, step on it, and those were recycled. | don't
remember bottles being recycled. They did have semleules about what
they would take, but not sure | remember all of them. | don't think | do.

DePue: You were in high school during the early years especially. You graduated in
19437

Webb: Um-hmm

DePue: Any extracurricular activities you got involved in, in high school?

Webb: Yeah. The papet.was feature editor of the pap#nat's extracurriculaAnd,

as a senior, | was a member of what theyécslihat did they caltha? The
golden something. Well, I'll think of that. It was a group for peopledho
been active, the women and the men wiob lien active in their clasgou
got to wear a special sweater.

By the way on Tuesdays, we were what we called regulation. For the
girls, that was a very dark navy blue pleated skirt, a midi blouse, a dark
cardigan and sailor tie. It was wonderful f@ople like me, who didn't have
much clothing.

DePue: Was this to kind of emphasize the connection with the military?

Webb: It had been going on for years in the Seattle schools. Seattle had a wonderful
school system for years. | don't think they're quikexe they used to be. |
remember once, after | lived here, reading in eifligreor Newsweek They

5Both TimeandNewsweelreU.S. weekly publications thaprovide news, analysis and opinion about
international issues, technology, business, celleund politics.
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had a list of what were then considered the ten best high schools in the
country, and mine was one of them.

Wow.
Yeah.New Trierand mine weréoth on the list(both laugh)

At that time, in the last couple of years before you graduated, what were you
thinking you wanted to do with your life?

(signs)l didn't have a very high opinion of myself, and | couldn't imagine
what | could doWhen | got in college, | had a summer job that helped me to
understand that | could do more than | thought. No, | don't know what |
thought. | thought | would like to get marriethen I'd look at my parents and
think, Well, I don't know.(laughs)

Was college something that you wanted to do?
It was always just assumed.
Your parents assumed that you'd be going to college?

Yes. But they never told mantil | was in my fifties, that they hadn't gone to
high school.

Well, that's what | was just going to ask you.

| knew it, but they had not told me. Mother's mother had told me. Oh no, my
father was cashiered out to Arizona territory when he was fifteen, because he
wouldn't go to schoollaughs)And his older sister wasarried and living out

in Globe, Arizona, a little mining town on the edge of the Apache reservation.
He went thereFrom there, on his own, he went directly to New York City. He
was a talented person, untrained but very talented. He ended up doing
windowsfor big New York stores.

Doing windows, meanirdy

Setting up the window display§hen he was a natural born musician, had
been from infancy. He couldn't read muydiat he played the piano like
everything He had a wonderful singing voice.

Did the family have a piano in the house?
We always had a piano. No matter what, we had a piano.
Did the family gather round to do skajpngs?

No, Dad and | didNeither my mother or brother could carry a tune in a
basket(laughs)But he was very, very goodtthink, if my father hadn't
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married therjto] that womad andreally they were not well suited to each
othe® he probably would have ended up playing the piano in a bar,
something like that.

But if they hadn't met, you aridvouldn't be sitting here talking.

We wouldn't be sitting here talking aboutSb it's just as well they met.
(laughs)

You've described quite a bit about both of your parents. Which one do you
think had the stronger influence on you?

Influences can be positive and negatigehat correct?
Yeah.

Mother. My father was a galong person. He was the kind of rdaHe had

nice qualities about him, but if you gdnm to the grocery store with a list, he
came homgbut it wasn'with the stuff on the listt was with something that
had caught his attention, because the package was attractive or something.
(laughs)So we couldn't exactly count on him, and that intensified.

It caused strains in the marriage?

Well, there were always strains in the marriage. Actually, | thih& last ten
years they were together were the bBsid died in his ninetieth year, but by
then he had completely knuckled under anything mother said. | knew | didn't
want that kind of relationspj ever, with anybody.

Well you mentioned
I'm not a good knuckler.

€ that your mother was the strongest influer@tee obviously had a strong
personality, and obviously you expressed your personality earanvere
there othed

They clashed.
Were there other straining points?

Other straining points. | had this one siblikte never showed the slightest
interest in meat all. It's really kind of strange. He was an isolating kind of
person. There's probably a narmoewhat he wasut | don't know what it is. |
finally asked him, when we were both in our sixtighink, "Would you like
to know anything about my familyMe looked at mewith his cold stareand
said dNhat was the extent of our relationshign't that weird? hear
other people talking about intense family relationshipigdn't have that.
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DePue: Were there any real blowouts between you and your mother?

Webb: Oh, not more than eight or ten times a wef@ath laugh)out not terribly
intensel don't have much of a temper and neither did she. It was just more
remarks made, things likethat wh'y di dnodt Butlkaewthat you Kkr
she wasn't ever going to listen, so | didn't waste a whole lot of time on it.

DePue: Well, let's get you back ta decision about whether or not you're going to go
to college. You mentioned that your paréndou found out latéy

Webb: | wastold | was going to college.

DePue: You were told by your parents.

Webb: Yeah. It was just down the street, so.

DePue: Does thamean your father, now having a job, was in a position to help you?

Webb: Oh no, they made it clear they weren't going to help me, because they had a

boy who needed help.

DePue: Did you have some resentments about your brother gettingnhehiege
andyou didn't?

Webb: Probably.(laughs)But it wasn't unexpected. | want you to know, the tuition at
my university at that time was forty dollars a semester, plus you had to buy
your books.

DePue: | take it room and board was provided at your parents' home?

Webb: Um-hmm When | was nineteen, mother told me she wanted me to start

paying rent. | left(laughs)

DePue: But you started college at what age?

Webb: Sixteen.

DePue: So you were mostly through college by that time.

Webb: No. | didn't get the full thregears inbecause | got pneumonia at one pdint

was really sick for a long time, at homéou know no medical care. | missed
virtually a whole year of school.

| worked two summers at a job | enjoyddhat was at the 13th Naval
Station Hospital, just mth of where we lived. They were dealing with all
these fellows coming irDo you know what the most common diagnosis was?
Ulcerd we call it stress novflaughsp duodenal ulcer. | learned a lot of
interesting terms, because | had to use a Ba@stMtdicalDictionary all the
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time, so I'd be sure | was spelling everything wetley loved the way | could
spell, because | had Latin. Things would look familiar to (laeighs)

The medical world is filled with Latin terms.

Oh, absolutely. | met a veinteresting man there. He wastaef petty

officer; he was not a line officeHe had put himself through law schpahd

he was one smart cookid | had a problem, | knew who to talk to. He would
lead me through it, how to deal with this and howld¢al with that. | enjoyed
meeting him. | thought he was pretty impressive.

Was he a fellow student or a professor?
No, he was a CPO in the Navy. He was a {@rgh Navy man.
Were you just friends ér

| had been referred to him win¢was trying to deal wit What | was

dealing witld and others in my office were dealing withvas the discharge
papers for these people, getting them ready for when they would be leaving
the hospital. They could get very complicat8d| did have some qu#ions |
wrote them dowpand | was referred to himafter that, | knew who to go to.

He gave me his extension numbgughs)He was a good man.

Let's get you back to college, becaus®viously, one of the first things you
have to decideonce yu get thergis what you want to major in, what you
want to study.

Archeology. Okay, couldn't do th&o | thought Well, they've got a famous
journalism school.

Couldn't o®

Oh, they wouldn't take mavouldn't let mé the department wddn't. That

was about par for the course in those dMark. It didn't help you to mention
Margaret Mead(laughs)They weren't interested. | decided I'd try journalism
major. | was trying to avoid English, and | knew | didn't want education.

Avoid English Why avoid English¥ ou love the language.
Because that was what everybody expects you to do.
Everybody expecteddomento do.

Women to do, right. You had your choice, English or education or Home Ec
[Economics]! (laughsNo, na my thing. | went for one semester in
journalism, but it was so time consuming. It was a ¢ailys we did a
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monthly magazind had to work a couple of jobs just to keep going. | had to
drop out of that and go into English, because | couldn't takéntiee t

| got acquainted with the Dean of Wondehcan't remember why
Maybe | went in to see her about somet8iragnd she was very encouraging
to me. She didn't mind if | was a little off the wdlaughs)not the right age
or anything like that. Everybodyauld sayfi Ae you going out for a hoas? 0
You know a sorority. Well noI'm not. Well why aren't you? would say,
i Bcause | can't afford. ¥Vho would pay for 2 That's expensive.So |
didn't, and | lived.

But then | got a job that | really likeduring the school yearhat was
at the university bookstore, which was a big, actytiiseestory store on the
main drag off campus, University Way. The top floor was used bdbied's
where you could come and rent or buy used books. | likepvtlogting with
books was fine. That was better than any of the other jobs | had while | was in
college, that and the one at the naval hospitiled that one.

This is a university in a Navy town, in the middle of World War Il. How many
male students &re at the university?

The Navy V{5 guys and the guys who couldn't getSThere weren't a lot.

The university had just built its first dormitory. It had never had dormitories
before. People lived in rooming housiéshey were from out of town. Ae

women never got into it until after the war, because the Navy took it over. We
had NROT(Naval Reserve Officers Training Cotpand we had \5, |

think it was.

V-5.

V-5 and 12 werenaval officer training programs on college campuses.
Howard was a V12. They could get some college in while they were in the
training. Howard didn't finish high school. His father suggested it to him. He
had a good father. His father suggested ta kimsaid He was a graduate of

the same collegand he knevthis naval program was comidgHe saidto
Howard,fi et's see if you can go up there a semester early and get some time
in, so you know you can get in that particular progtehime high school at

first didn't want to do itBut he was a straight A studest they did it.

(laughs)

Well, you've mentioned Howard. You need to talk a little bit more about how
the two of you met.

June 2, 1946, approximately 9:00 pdn.

This was after the time you had recovered from pneumonia, | take it.

5T he Na-8prdgsm provided flight training to high school students in a university setting.
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Um-hmm | was nineteen years and six weeks old that Idags at the Junior
Officers Club with a youngnsign who happened to be from the same college
as HowardWe walked inand Howard was sitting there at a table afolae

lot of people ther@ doing justwhat you'd expect Howard to dde was

reading a booklaughs)

As a lifelong bookworm

Oh yeshe was. So we sat down at that talblee fellow | was datinglways
wasmoving around, bouncing around, talking to peofteHoward and |

startel talking and found out we had a lot in common. | was taking a rather
good Shakespeare course at the time. The other boy was leaving the next day
He was getting out of the Nawloward asked for my phone numpand |

gave it to him. That was Sundayoyt left Monday, and we went out Tuesday
and Wednesday

In the cab home from the Junior Officers C\Mednesday, he said to
med Hed not kissed me or anythidgHe said to me, "When we're married,
would it be all right with you if | went to graduate schodIPiean rockets
went off. (aughg | said, "Yes, that would be all righthat would be fine."
(both laugh)And that's how it began. We didn't get married veell, let's
s e e é, bytthe way, he had his twentiyst birthday on the 23rd of that
month.

He went backand he was able to be back and graduate with his class
at Denisonwhich was niceHe graduated in '47. | left school and went to
Washington, D.C. to work, to get as far away from home as was
geographically possible. That worked pretty w@gtughs)l was a long way
from home.

That's kind of an interesting story, how | got there B in the
ensuing, | think it was seventeen months, we wrote each other eveify day
we weren't togetheAnd we weren't together very mu@elieve me, when
we got married, we knew each oth#rough and through.

Via letters.
Via letters primarilyum-hmm
You said you met him in 1946. He wasdidficer candidate at the time?

He was arensign. Héd been commissioned at nineteen, sesetve on

what's called a baby flattop, which were freighters that had a flight deck added
to them They were part of the invasion fleet for Japan. They had been told by
their Captain that these baby flattops wouldn't make it through the invasion

So he wan't really sorry when the war was ovgaughs)You know, we were
expecting a million casualties.
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DePue: The baby flattops wouldn't have made it because of kamikaze attacks?

Webb: Yeah, yeah. They were getting the big ones even. The one thing he
remembeed most about being in the South Pacific was going ashore with the
otherjunior officers one day on Guanihey had to walk across an airfield to
get where they were going, and he shevsaid, the most beautiful man he
ever saw in his life. It was Tyron@WRer, he was a pilot(laughs)

DePue: Oh, that's right.

Webb: And hewasa good looker(laughs)

DePue: You agreed?

Webb: Oh yes. He saidjl couldn't believe anybody could look liketiat. ( | augh s)

DePue: Well, the war, in the Pacific especially, endedyabruptly, with the
dropping of the atomic bomb.

Webb: Yes,um-hmm Well, two of them.

DePue: Two of them.

Webb: Firstd

DePue: Hiroshima.

Webb: One was Nagasalkand the other was Hiroshima, yeah.

DePue: Hiroshima first and then Nagasaki, | thjmwo days later.

Webb: And just horrible damage. On the other hand, a million casualties.

DePue: What were you thinking at the time, when you heard about an atomic bomb,
using that?

Webb: Well, we had no idea what an atomic bomb was. | would say it was a little

while before people started to sayaybe that wasn't the right thing to do. It
was quite a whileBut it does come ypt still comes up.

DePue: What would be your view today?

Webb: | wouldn't have met Howard otherwise. Pretty hard for me to imagine d worl
without Howard. Isn't that strange?

DePue: Well, a million casualties and an awful lot of mothers and wives and sisters.
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Oh, terrible But there had been so much by that #mEhere had been so
many casualties, so many places, and something héaptd fiad no idea
what an atomic bomb was.

So 194& You've talked about this a little bit, but | want to make sure | got
this right. You met him in 1946. When did you graduate?

Oh, I never graduated from colledéeft school.

But youwent out to Washington, D.@. sounds like you weren't yet married
at the time.

No, we weren't married. | went there in August of 1946.
And you met himn what month?

I met him in June of '4@nd | went to Washington in August, becalid&in't
want to live at home anymore.

But wasn't there reason enough to stay where Howard was, or did he move as
well?

Oh, he went back to Ohio. He was from Ohio. He wasn't from Sdatile.
sorry, | didn't tell you. He's from Dayton, Ohible@d gone back to Ohio and
gone to Denison, which is in Granville, Ohio, up near Columbus, where his
father had gone to school too.

Denison College?

Yes. It's now a universityut it was a college theiveah, le was Class of '47
and his dadvas Class of '13laughs)We knew he had that year to finjsgind
Denison didn't admit married students. Riftcoursethey spent the whole
year madly building housing for thefmecause they were comir{taughs)
And that was okay. He didn't want to mame with a teen on the end of my
age.(laughs)

Was he going to school on the Gl Bill?

Yes. He would have gone anyway, becaugs frem a family with some
means. But yes, he was on the Gl Bill th&nd then he was able to go to
graduate dwool on the Gl Bill too.

Had you given some thought to moving to Ohio, at least to be close to him?

No. | knew his parents wouldn't like th@aughs)

" The termGl Bill refers to any Department of Veterans Affairs education beeafihed by members of Active
Duty, Selected Reserve and hatl Guard Armed Forces and their families. The benefit is designed to help
servicemembers and eligible veterans cover the costs associated with getting an education or training.
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DePue: Why Washington, D.C. then?

Webb: Well, | wanted to go to San Francisddother saidii Bl a h, bllsadh, bl ah
A ®ay, I'm going to Washington, D.&€She had worked there when she was
young She said IlIfright, you can go to Washington, DdC.

On the way, | had an interesting experience, because | visited with her
relatives | really didh't know my grandparentg/hen | left, | had just one
grandparent still living, her mothévly mother was devoted to her mother
and | found that | was too. | really liked hahen | got acquainted with her
We lived near her when Howard was in graduat®sl, so it was wonderful.
| wish shéd been my mother. | visited her

| met Howard's familyHis sister said to née she escorted me, she
was seventeen, upstairs to share her beddotrhope you don't think my
brother is going to marry you(both laugh)l said i &ll, | was under that
impressiord0 (| aughs)

DePue: They didn't know that he had already popped the question?

Webb: Yes they knew. They didn't want it. They wanted one of the local girls. They
lived in an expensive Well, it's on the edge of Daytpbut it's called
Oakwood It's its own community and has schools with PhDs teaching high
schoolandstuff like that.

DePue: What exactly did you do in Washington, D.C.?

Webb: | got off a train at 3:00 in the afternaddome people on the train had tolédm
they thought Coast Guard headquarters was hiiitigink it was September. |
had a suitcase arg¥5.t was Friday, no place to live, no job, nothing. So |
asked them where Coast Guard headquartersiay said it was on
Pennsylvania Avenue, just pdke old post office.

So | started walking, walked in, asked for a job, got it and went to
work. (laughs) hey told me where to go, where there was housing the
government had built for wartime women workers, where theovisigester
at the cemeterwas you know the National Cemetery.

DePue: Arlington.

Webb: Thank yoé right across Memorial Bridgé lived in one of these big old
fibarracky places thereY ou had your own room. It was che&apade about
$77every two weekd didn't have three meals aylin the entire time | was
there But you don't need them when you're youngaved up.

The National Theater was across Pennsylvania Avenue from where |
worked. | would save up to go to plays there. | tawefor Love with a
casé every major British t&r, John Gielgud, Pamela Brown, everybody was
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in it. | sawFlower Drum Songvheré What is his name, the one who played
the Kingof Sian®

DePue: Yul Brynner?

Webb: Yul Brynner was the male ingénuesaw that(laughs)

DePue: Did he have hair at the time?

Webb: No. Howard came to visit a couple of timasd we saw plays then. We both

enjoyed plays.

DePue: It sounds like you wouldn't have been too far away from the Smithsonian
[Institute] either.

Webb: | lived there every Saturday and Sundayas in love with it. My favorite
was the Natural Sciences Museurwas really hurt that they didn't have an
American Indian museum, and | am now a charter member of the museum
[the National Museum of the American Indiawhich | haven't seen yet. I've
got to get thex and see it.

Oh, I loved the Natural History Museuireally did Actually, in later
years, we toolMleganf We bb6s gr 2Amylsfl Ve pihhtoesr daught er
daughterthere, and lan, her sonlearned to likgNational] Air and Space
too. | didn't thinkl would, but | did.

DePue: I'm sure that wasn't there at the time.

Webb: Oh no, that was newAnd I thought they'd never get the Indian museum, but
they did I'm so glad. It's a pity they didn't have it many years ago.

DePue: Well, when did the wedding oar and where?

Webb: The wedding occurred in Seattle on November @Q0tty mother's birthday

and wedding day because Howard could get away from the-paar job he
had after he graduated from Denison.

DePue: This is 1947

Webb: Forty-seven, yeah, yeah. It waxtremely small.

DePue: Why Seattle®hy not in Ohio?

Webb: | didn't want to get married in Ohio. Howard's mother was very hostile

towards thisSo | decided to go home to get married, at which point, when |
got homemy mother said, "Welwhy didn't yas have it in Ohipso they
could pay for it?"Thanks Martha.(laughs)You just do what you have to do.
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Howard had gotten a job when he gradual@tgone to his
graduationand | was given a rindlaughs)That was fun. Going back to
Washington, Washgton wagull of women and not enough datable men.

DePue: Washington, D.C.

Webb: D.C. | kept saying that | was engagé&®h nq you're not But when | came
in with a diamond ring on, quite a nice one, it made my point.

DePue: Well, that's interesting, baase I'm sure the Seattle, Washington you grew up
in was a great place for a nice young lady to be living at the time.

Webb: Oh yeah.
DePue: No shortage of eligible men.
Webb: Oh no. Washington D.C. was jésBut | wasn't interested in other men, so it

wasfine for me.(both laugh) was having a good time.
DePue: Did Howard's parents come to the wedding?
Webb: Yes. They didn't tell us they were coming until two days before the wedding,

but they did come. | was perfectly aware that they didn't thigi merried
well. But you know wh&® He did and it lasted(both laugh)

DePue: The two sets of parents had a chance to meetfaist wondering how that
worked out.

Webb: Oh, well it wag tenseThen we flew to Chicago for our honeymoon, paid for
by his fatherand stayed at the Palmer Houdée repeated that many a time
over.

DePue: Right there on Lake Michigan.

Webb: Oh, it was fun We had fun. We had a couple of interesting experiences there.

We went to a play, it was Lunt and Fontafine.
DePue: Oh.

Webb: Yes.Harold always believed in going first class for these thiAgsther
night, there was a movie we wanted to. Ssewe went. @ never been to a
big city movie theater as big as the one we went to in Chiddgey had a
stage showand these two comedianame onThey were to be on for twenty
minutes or something like that. They just slayed the whole pldey were
on for over an hour. Nobody had ever heard of them. Their names were

8 Alfred Lunt and Lynn Fontannen American husbarahdwife acting team Wwo performed together in more
than two dozen theatrical productions, are widely considered the greatest acting team in the history of American
theatre.
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Martin and Lewis? (laughs)They were hystericaind the crowd wouldnlet
them leave. It was something.

DePue: Where to after the honeymoon?

Webb: Dayton, where we lived for a year, and to my great surprise, | got pregnant in
about a month after the weddir@ur son was born there on September 15,
1948.

DePue: Your great arprise¢ That was a little bit earlier than your schedule?

Webb: Well, fortunately it was legal(laughs)

DePue: | mean you weren't planning to get pregnamat soon

Webb: We were both so dumb, we hadn't thought abouibdth laugh)and you

know, they didn't have good birth control in those de&8swe got Howie.
When he was bofn It was a hard birth had some recovery to ddet's see,
Howard had to leave when fleowie] was three days ojdhe had to leave to
go to lowa for grad school.

DePue: Is this Howard junior then?

Webb: My husband is Howard juniomhere were three of them. My son was Howard
William Webb 1ll. So | had to stay there, oh dear, with the family, with the
baby It wasn't an easy experience. His mother was adiéfrgult person. |
liked his fatherbut his mother was very difficult

At one point, the woman across the street came over. She was a
doctor's wife, big bosomy, outgoing woman, and she shidant to speak to
you privatelyo | thought Oh my lord | didn't know anythingabout having
babies and taking care of them. She ddithink we've all been terrible to
you. So I'm just going to tell you, | think you're doing firlon't pay any
attention to what anybody around here says tooyou( b ot Isn'ttha u g h)
nice?lt really helped me. So | got to go out to lowa aroundltieof

November.
DePue: What year was this?
Webb: Forty-eight.
DePue: So you had spent about a year there.

9 Martin and Lewiswvere an American comedy duo, singer Dean Martin and comedian Jerry Lewis. They met in
1945 and debuted at Atlantic City's 500 Club on July 25, 1946¢#e lasted ten years to the dakey

performed in nightclubs, and starting in 1949, on radio. Later they branched out into television and films. In
their early radio days they performadMartin and Lewisbut later became hugely popular@san Martin and

Jerry Lewis These full names helped them launch successful solo careers after parting.
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Webb: We spent about a year in Dayigreah He got a job. He needed a job for a
year, and he hdn't had any job experience like that, except his Navy
experience. He got a job at National Cash Register, then the biggest employer
in Dayton, a company famous for its altruism and everytitiegenjoyed the
job.

The fellow he worked with, they becamery good friendsBill,
whose last name | forget, and his wife, were very active in the Yellow Springs
Little Theater group at Antioch. We went to all the plays up there. John
Lithgow, his fatherwas the one who directed. Lithgow's father was the
directorof the plays therelhat was a good experience.

DePue: What took Howard to lowa City?Pou said grad school.

Webb: He had applied at Harvard and lowa, and he was accepted both Blaices
there wasn't any kind of student housing or housing we could afford
Harvard Hedecided to go to lowan part because they were just starting a
new PhD in American studies.

He thought he was interestdulit he started out in English. He came
home at the end of the first semester and said to me, "l can't stahéiénis
said "I'm not in the right program.So | saidi \WWat are we going to do?
said fi Wy don't you shift into the other prograndle did, and that's where
he belongedand that's where he stayed.

DePue: Now | know that he kept his passion for Englisht, Wwhat was different about
the Americad

Webb: Well, it was American literaturélhat was his real passion, not English. It was
a tripartite programAmerican history, literature and ake enjoyed all of it
very much. Howard was one of those people ystijyant to kik. You'd say
fi Wo was vice president under so an@ @bnd he knew(laughs)And he
knew when the term was. He was hartiywas my online.

DePue: Did you enjoy living in lowa City?

Webb: Loved it. Up in Stadium Park, there was a sixtémt, jerry-built chicken
wire fence out in front of the little lane front of our half barracks we were
in, because there was a golf course thEnese lowa golfers were very good
at hitting balls over a sixtedoot fence that was supposed to protecand
our kids.

But no, | liked it We met a lot of interesting people. Our closest
friends, we kept for a long time. All the men are dead,rand all three wives
are still living.Met those in schoolWWe were the only ones with a child. | had
a child wren we went theteand | had two when we left. Howie's sister was
born at the university hospitflniversity of lowa Hospitalsihere, the same
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hospital my maternal grandfather had died in many years earlier, because they
lived in Cedar Rapids.

And your daughter's name?

Amy.

That's Amy, okay.

Yeah. | have another daughter, Sarah.

While he was there, he had been in the Navy before. | assume you were in
lowa City when the Korean War kicked up.

Yes, and he was called badkdon't know if you know this, but they couldn't

get out of the Navy. They were in the Reserve as long as the Navy wanted
them to be in the Reserve. We got a twebotyr hour notice for him to report,
and so dictarl Beard who was a friendgetting a dotorate in historyHe

lived a couple of barracks down from us. Earl was told to report to Scott Field
He had a wife and chilthere.He left

But Howard's father called arsaid fi On't goo He said fi'm in touch
with SenatofRobert A.]Taft's office® There is a billpassed by the House,
and on the Floor of the Senate now, that if you are within one year of
completing your doctorate degree, you don't have toBmth Howard and
Earl were So we waitedIn about an houthe call cameThe bill had assed.

So then we went down to Earl's wife and sait \&'ve got to get Earl
backo And we did Wecalled Scott Fieldand we gave them the license
number of his car and everythinge finally got on the phonand we sg,

i @Gme on backYou don't haveadgod (| aughs)

| suspect you were more than a little bit relieved.

Oh. Then this woman who ramousing,marriedstudent housing at lowa, who
wasn't a very pleasant person, had announced that anyone who went back,
their families had to move twithin twentyfour hours. Wellwhere are you
going to go within twentfour hoursqlaughs) Aayway, that got stopped by
the president of the university. But we got through that one.

What was his dissertation topic?

0 Robert A. Taft was an American conservative politician, lawyer, and scion Bathamily, ddest son of
former president William Howard Taft. A member of the Republican Party, he represented Ohio in the United
StatesSenateand briefly served aSenatemajority leader.

28



Joyce Webb

Webb:
DePue:
Webb:
DePue:

Webb:

DePue:
Webb:
DePue:

Webb:

DePue:
Webb:

DePue:

Webb:

DePue:

Interview # ISEA-L-2011-036.01

Ring Lardnet*. Boy, Howad tarred dowrthat thing too.
How long were you folks at lowa City?

We were there a total of five years.

So masters and all the way through the PhD.

Yeah The first semester didn't really count, because he changed programs.
We ha enough GI Bill to cover four full yearSo did our friend Earl Beard,
whom | just mentionedlThen he and Earl tried ferwWe | | , ailedearclia s
fellowship that paid the same as Gl Bilhey gave two every yeand he

and Earl got them. So we were abb finish. We had assumed we'd be able to
stay and finish somehow, but we were very lyakg were very lucky.

Were you working during any of these five years?
| typed dissertations and theses.
For pay?

Oh yes, twentffive centsa page, three copies, carbons, no mistakes. That was
hard work.

| would assume that sometimes you're tygnogn somebody's handwriting?
| typed one in French and one in Spanish, and | don't do eitheflaunghs)

| would also guessat you have to keep a dictionary and thesaurus pretty
close to hand

Oh yeah, but we live with reference bopkseth of us| found, in looking at
the foreign languages, these had some English in therbubthey were
mostly not. The woman who ditie Spanish one lived next door, in the
barracks next door to uShe brought me a Spanish typewriter, so tluetand
everything were on thenhgot used to thatnd that was good. The one in
French was harder for me, but | soon learned.

| thought abat, How do you readWell, you're just looking at
somethingyou're seeing it. So that's what | did. | stopped trying to understand
what | was looking at when | was typing in French or Spanish, although |
could get some of the Spanish sometinflasighs)l just looked at it for what
it was, some letters@ found that | could move at a really good rate of speed
that way. But | couldn't think about {©oth laugh)

Were you involved in any volunteer activities?

HRinggold" Ring" Wilmer Lardner(March 5, 1885 September 25, 1933) was amArican sports columnist
and short story writer best known for his satirical writings about sports, marriage and the theatre.
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Webb: Yes. Let's see, when Howie wasifpa bunch of us started the University of
lowa Cooperative Playschool on campus. They would give us room but
nothing elseSo, we managed to get someone who would come and be the
teacher and everything. It was kind of fun. In fact, | wasltair with the wife
of the fellow who discovered black hole$ one point. He was going fair
was obvious(laughs)That was an interesting experience.

DePue: I'm trying to remember who that,igan Meter?

Webb: That 6s not Ikrow hisrnangeut | cant thinkeof it either.
DePue: It was Van Allen'?

Webb: | met a lot of interesting people thetiee chairman of Howard's program in

the department w h i fcduse®he American Studies program was in the
English DepartmenHis wife was very active in thieeague of Women

Voters She started a group up in our housing aréanever forget something
she said at the first meeting. She séiow you understand, you're so young
you may not believe this. ( | &\Ypg undejstand, you may call me Jean at
thesemeetings but not anywhere ets¥ou know; it was Mrs. so and $o

Kern as a matter of fadBut she was a nice woman.

| got interested in the league in that wayas a league member.
When we left there, we went to a community where there was no lesamgle,
just joined as a member at larg&ept that up until | came here, where there
was a league.

DePue: And the charter, the purpose of the League of Women Vatetisat time?

Webb: Well, essentially to study what needs to be done and then to tpaaadhat
information on to your elected representatives.

DePue: For policy issues?

Webb: Anything. They would decidenwhat to work onlocal, state, federal.

DePue: So it had a politic&

Webb: Yeah. It was political but it wasn't partisan politicathaugh it usually ended

up that way in individual leagues. This county had a league in '26.
DePue: When you say this countyou mean?

Webb: Jackson County.

2 James Van Allen was a well know nuclear physicist and space scientist who taught at the University of lowa.
He is best known fathe discovery of the Van Allen radiation belts which surround the earth.
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In Carbondale.
That's very early.

Whatwerethe leanings of the lowa City Leagof Women Votersat the
time?

Liberal. And | already knew | was ongaughs)if | wanted to stay married.

| wanted to ask you a couple of quessitilen, because religion has been an
important part of your life up to this point. You saiduywere seeking for a
while. Where were you and Howard egligiously, at this time?

Howard had been raised in a northern Baptist farhily father was always
very devoutHis mother wasn'particularly He [Howard] decided he did not
wish to belog to a religionand he never did again. But he didn't object when
we came herd said that | wanted the children to understand about rebgion
andto befree to make their own choices when they grew upl Started

them in the Unitarian group when wance here.

Again, that would be in Carbondale.

That would be in Carbondale.

So in lowa City, you weren't going to any kind of religious services at all?
No, we weren't. | was usually working for him on the weekefiasghs)

But also, it sounds like you both had figured out where you were politically in
your lives.

Yeah, yeah we hagretty much so. | knew that Howard was perfectliyell,
Howard and | were both feminists. This is defining feminist the way | define
feminist, which is the dictionary definitiojust someone who believes in
equal legal rights for men and women. He was fine in that Bmeglad of

that.

Already by the mieb 5.0

From the beginning. He never treated women as though they wexgaiile
of being his equalglaughs)

But would also describe himself as libegablitically?
Oh yeah, very much so.
And voting Democrat?

Yes, and the first election was kind of interesting.
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DePue: The first election.

Webb: Harry Truman.

DePue: You're talking about 1948

Webb: Forty-eight, yeah. | had lived in Ohio for eleven months. | was going to have

lived there for eleven months when that cameYiqu had to live in Ohio for
a year to vote.

There was a cocktail party one nigand a friend of my fathem-law
was thereHe was a Democratthe only Democrat they knéwand a judgel
went up and said Fréink, can | ask you a questimle said yesand | said,
"I'm going to miss my first presidential voteecause I've only liveoh Ohio
for eleven months.He said, "Come down to my officand we'll make it a
year."And he did. He registered me to vote, bless his hiaoth laugh)

DePue: Well, the statute of limitations might be expired on tha¢by now.
Webb: By now, and I'hink he's dead'm pretty sure(laughs)That was neat.
DePue: What did Howard want to donce he got this degree in this unique new field

of American Studies?

Webb: Teach. And let me tell you, there werentany TAs e acher 6 s assi st
usually gradua studentsin those days. He had never taught a class in his
life. After much difficulty, he did get a job. Jobs were very few and far
between for those first PhDs after the war.

DePue: In that particular field or in general?

Webb: All fields, all fields. The expansion of the colleges hadn't gone onltyefas
just starting. wr ot e typ@dAddIketters tol00different schoolslt
couldn't be copies, you know¥e didn't have Xeroxes in those days. We sent
them all out and he got two answers. One was fDenisonBY this time, |
had a second chifdLetmesed eight weeks before he was to graduate.

They offered u$3,100a year to come to Granvilleloward said on
the phone to the chairm@érwhom hé&d known for yeard he saidfi W can't
live on that I've got two childrerd He [the chairmankaid,ii Wl your family
money will take care of thatWell, we didn't have family moneye didn't
ask the family for any monegnd we didn't expect anffaughs)And he said
fil can't do that

The other call wagém Ada, Oklahomad've never forgotten that one
It was the president of whatever school is in Ada, Oklahdima was in
1953.He said he wished to talk to Howard about something. He f$ditier
religion, you put none And he saidfi Tat can't beYoucan't have no
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religiono ( | ae[gdward]was on the phone for an hour with this
fellow. He said  dj IMlon't belong to an organized religi@amd | don't plan
to belong to i The man was horrified. I'm sure he thought we were evil
people.

| though it wasthe end of the conversatiofWhat] | was hearing was
interesting, because Howard never got ugdetnever got angry or anything.
He just explained thaho, that was the way it was. And | didn't want to live in
Ada, Oklahoma anyway.

Then, AlexKern, who was chairman, heard about a job in Missouri
We looked into it, and that was Howard's first job. It was at what is now
called Central Missouri State University, but it wasn't called that therasa

college.
DePue: It was what?
Webb: A college.
DePue: Oh, Central Missouri State College.
Webb: Everybodys gone to university now. He started teaching on a Friday

came homgand he said, "I can't do thidde said, for a whole hour at a
time." (laughs)He went back Mondgynd came home andidafi'm going to
be happy doing this the rest of my lifé&nd he was.

DePue: What caused that turnaround for him?

Webb: He made himself think about it over the weekan@ talked about it a lot,
and | pointed out to him that he knew everything he netmkdow. He just
had to decide how to presentand he did. He spent a lot of time preparing
for classes during his entire care®nd he was good at it. Swe were there
three yearslt was a very small towrflaughs)fifty miles from Kansas City
Thatwas our big city nearby.

DePue: This is Warrensburg?

Webb: Warrensburgumhmm And when we had to have a city fix, we'd go into
town once in a whilgllaughs)it was preair conditioning tooOur first
summer there, we had a week when it never went belegrees, day or
night, and the last day it went td.46.We had no air conditioning. | just had
to keep the kids in the bathtub and keep pouring water over thesas
awful.

DePue: What were the subjects that Howard especially liked to teachhehaas
especially good at?
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Webb: The first few yearsof courseit was a lot of compcomposition].He liked
that all right. He got interested in the language he was hearing, b¢tarse
werd a lot of rural kids therelhey were fromd a lot of thend down in the
Ozark areas of Missouri.

| wish weld kept this list. We kept a list of different spellings of Jesus
after theyd been asked to write about the most important experience in their
life, which tended to be when they found Jesus. But they couptlttss
name. We had quite a list. | think we had something like twenty variant
spellings of Jesus and quite a few of variant spellings of others thmgsll.
It was interesting.

He knew that he wanted to go on, that he would prefer having an
opportuwnity to teach at the graduate level, which is where he ended up doing
his best work.

Sa in three years, we heard about coming h€hés place was just
exploding. Morris wad h e  going to make it what he wanted it to. Bend
he did do that.

DePue: Morris?

Webb: Um-hmm, Delyte Morris, who was president of the university. He had become
president, | thinkin 1947 We came here in 1956.

DePue: When was Southern lllinois University founded?

Webb: Eighteen sixtynine?l 6 m goi ng onl i ne.

DePue: That 6sebkaygow you wired up.

Webb: Oh, all right; 1 forgot.

DePue: So it had been around for a long tiptrut it started as a teachérs

Webb: As at e a ¢ hwetyemrdeachers college. There are still people around here

who call it "The Big Normal.(laughs)
DeRue: The Big Norma] after Normal, lllinois where

Webb: No, a normal school is what they called teachers coll€fesourseit was on
the IC, the main line.

DePue: The lllinois CentraRailroad

Webb: Actually, Carbondale was started because it wawiaidn point on the
lllinois Central It was founded in 1852.

DePue: Sa that wasyoudre pipeling from all the way up to Chicago?
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And from theDeepSouth. From the beginningve had African American
students coming in at a higher level than manggsdaAnd that's still the case.

Sointhe family t lder ed s
There are now four of us.
Tell me about Carbondale, when you first got here.

Oh (laughs) A) didn't know lllinois came down this faflaughs)When he
said he wad00miles south of St. Loujs$ said | was on the phorde
"Howard you can't hd don't think lllinois goes that far(laughs)But it does.

And quite a bit farther south than that.

Quite a bit farther than that. When we first came to look for ho@simgich
was interesting there was one house for reWe rented it. | refused to live
in student housing agaihd been in that for too long. Welt looked kind of
dim. We were terribly shocked to find that schools were segregated, | said
fiThis is Lincoh's statethis is lllinois How can the schools be segregated?
But they were. It was just a little old town, but the campus was intergsting
and that's where our interests lay.

The campus is on the southern part of the t@vithat time?

The southern part of the town, and most of the buildings that are here now
weren't hereBut it was pretty obvious that people were excited about it. We
were meeting people wialso come recently, in recent ye&s.| said to

him, being big about it, "WEII'll stay three years (laughs)And that was

fifty -two years ago.

Was it new at being a university at that time?

Well, at the levelyes, at the level that it was. What had happened some years
before was that Morris started bringing in pksowith real PhDs and MDs and
things like that. He wanted a classy facuétyd he went for itHe had the

money to go for itand he had the connections in Springfield to go for it. It
was fun it was fun The place really boomed. Howard's first officasra desk

on the third floor of Old Main. He didn't like the steps very minch other

than thad

Old Main being one of the first earlynposing structures on the campus?

It was the replacement for the original campus building, which had als
burned Of course the second Old Main burneddn

Well, we'll get to that in a little bit.
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Yes, yes. But it wasn't the original building. There were a haédftlere was
Old Main; Shryock Auditorium was there.

Shrack Auditorium?

Shryock S-h-r-y-o-c-k. Almost everybody mispronounces it. | discovered

maybe two years ago, that one of my uncles, one of mother's brother's wife's
maiden name was Shryock. Now that's an unusual name, so there had to have
been a connection somewhere.

Let 6 s Old Man, Anthony Hald There was nothing like a student
center or anything like thatShryock, which is the auditorium building,
what's called the Old Baptist Building, because the Baptists were in there, on
campus in a state university. We thouttatt was a little unusual. Next door
to it was a white frame house where Dr. and Mrs. Morris lived, and then a
bunch of wartime thingsiot Quonse® 3

Framed housings?

Yeah, where some overflow stuff was. Anthony Hall and two other brick
buildings on the east side of the campus were there. That's about it.

Did Southern have an ROTC prograhating back to the Second World War
era?

| think so.
| know, later, they had both Army and Air Force ROTC.

Yeah. We have ROTC nowworkedat the college bookstore Monday and
Wednesday, because emeritus members do that to take care of bqok bags
when they're buying books. There were some unifoflingy didn't look like
regular ROTC uniforms to m&hey looked like NROTC, but I'm mnaware

that we have that. I'm not sure. | think we had ROTC when we came here.

This might sound like a peculiar question, but what was the geography of the
town at the time¥ ou mentioned that it was segregated schools.

Absolutely segregated.
Was there a large African American population?

It was in four quarters. Yes. Well, about 11, 12 percent probably. It's probably
about the same now. It was sort of divided by Main Street, which is Highway
13, and lllinois Avenue, which is NémSouth Highway 51. In the northeast

3 A Quonsehut is a lightweightprefabricated structure of corrugated galvanized steel having a semicircular

crosssection.
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guadrant, it was primarily black familigi; the southeast quadrant, working
class familiessouthwest, a lot of academic families. Northwest was starting
to get a mix. We were one of the first faculty families to alnouse there,
because it was cheaper than h@erighs)

Was it very much a town that was defined by the university?

Yeah. There wasn't much else em@nd the railroad. The railroad was still
big then.It was he university and the railroatiwould say.

Was it expected that the blacks would stay in their part of town?

Yeah, well pretty much. Some of the towns around us had sunset laws. | know
Carterville did But we didn't.

Sunset laws, meaning that blacks were expectbddo
They have to leave town before the sun sets.
Oh, leave town.

They can come and work in the houses, but they have to get out. Isn't that
ridiculous?

How would you describe the politics of Carbondale when you first got here?

Oh, good gravy. Ridiculouglaughs)Just a few good old boyselping their
friends out That was about it. And bad plannjngthing much had happened

in years | believel mentionedat one pointto you that there was no zoning.

In fact, people wex horrified at the idea of zoninly's their landright? No

zoning, there were no crossing gates or lights on the railroad, and there were
t w otl&ee crossings that were important. People would get knocked off there
every once in a while.

Knocked df?

Killed. The one police station and fire station were on the east side of the
tracks The major part of the population and the university were on the west
side of the tracks. Sd a long freight was going through, you had a distinct
disadvantage

Was it a Republican or Democratic town?

| think it was Republicani’'m not sure. I'm not sure in a party sense what it
was thenl was so busy trying to get things changéalighs)it was what it
was. It was way behind the timés what itwas And this influx of new

people at the university was very unsettling, | think, to a lot of people. Here

37



Joyce Webb

DePue:

Webb:

DePue:

Webb:

DePue:

Webb:

DePue:

Webb:

DePue:

Webb:

DePue:

Interview # ISEA-L-2011-036.01

are all these people who think they're so spya know, that are coming in
here.

You're talking about the university crowd.

I'm talkking about the university crowd, right. We bought a house the second
year we were here, up in the northwest quarter of the.tblhere weren't any
other faculty around. It was a little tiny housS¥e had to have bookshelves,
so one whole end of the livimgom, we put bookshelves on. Boy, | heard
about that from the neighborid you know they ruined that hous¥ou

just wouldn't believe what they've done in the living rad(faughs)

Did you block windows or something?

No. It was just a bldawall, full of books. But, live and learn. We got to be
friendly with a lot of the neighbors. Our next door neighbor on one side was a
retired miner. He and his wife married at sixteen. | never got to talk to her
because she was stone deald she coullt hear anything you saiBut he

was always so gentlemanly

The day we moved, when we built a new home, he put on his button
up shirt and came over and knocked on the front door and said, "Ms. Webb, |
want you to know, youchillun [speaking in SoutherdS vernaculdrare the
only chillum that never ran through our yardixvouldn't let my kids run
through people's yarddaughs)it was so niceHe and his wife lived long
enough to celebrate their sevefifth wedding anniversary.

You said thatvith a bit of an accenin terms of howhe pronounced children.

Oh, a bit of an accent, oh yes. He was a countryifiais.area was settled
from Kentucky and Tennessassentially, because Kentucky and Tennessee
were in the United Stateand this vas the Northwest Territory.

And that lingered on in the politics to a certain extBatts of Southern
lllinois were kind of like southern Democrats in their political views.

Yeah, yeah, I'm sure that's true. It was a different w&ud wewere tied up
in the university communityand we were really enjoying it. Sleere we are.

Did the university community then start to influence the politics of the town
later on?

Well, we put in a different form of governmeBiut it wasn't dluniversity

people who did that. We got local businessmen involved too, which you have
to dq if you're trying to change something in a town. We went for a city
manager governmerdnd we managed to get that done.

When was that?
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Oh, my gosh Claire is out of townshe could give me all these dates. I'll get it
online.

Into the 1960s, | would assume?

Probably, yeah, maybe towards the end. We worked hard on that, and the day
that the town was going to vote on it, my phone rangQdl irt the morning.

By then, we had moved over to Glenvidie moved over to Glenview in '68,
yeah. The phone rang about 7:G0vas Jane Harris, a friend and one of the
workers on this, and she said, "Get the kids up and get in the car and get out of
thehouse They're flying overdropping leaflets all overShe said, "We want

them all out of sight before people go to the polls.”

So | went out My yard was covered with them, and this plane was
flying over. The leaflets, | laughed when | read one, bexthesy were highly
ungrammatical(laughs)But | want you to know that these women were so
organizedl mean we were used to doing things. There wasn't a leaflet to be
found within an houyanyplace. My car trunk was completely full of these
leaflets My kids had more fun. We were picking them out of treeswere
picking them out of bushes, and they never figured out what happened to their
leaflets (laughs) W\ won the election.

You said the election was 196®u believe?

It was after '68I'd have to go online again to find out, but | was living in
Glenview, because we moved over there when Howie was fourteen.

What kind of volunteer activities did you get into after you got to Carbondale?

The league. The first volunteer jolhad with the league here wassembling
theiri lKWow Y our Towno booklet. Every league has to do that at some time in
their existencelt was a good booklelt was down at the printing shogiown

on East Main. They wanted someone to dantl | said  @ll\WWve done that
kind of work when I've had joba loto you know knowing how to assemble
things quickly. So that was fyufi] did that.

Just about everything | did at first is with the league. | did join the
fellowship, the Unitarians, when | camealid the newsletter for them. |
always end up doing everybody newslettéosth laughBack in my typing
days I'd kill to have a good typewritel loved typing. | don't like the
keyboards on these things very well, but my cat does. He's taken it dver. If
go on and he's around, he comasad he lies down on all the lettersay to
him, "How do you expect me to work@@aughs)Amy's cat does that too.

Okay, we got that in. Then we had to get together a slate of candidates.
Oh, I know one thing | dithen as a volunteer that was really interestingt
was that the league would ask you to work at an election, at a polling place, to
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watch what was going on, because a lot of electioneering went on that wasn't
legal and everythingVe were supposed tdltthem.

| was down at the Old City Hall, which had a steep flight of stairs
It was on East MairAs | tried to go in, one of the very few local policemen
came up to me, "Where do you think you're goiniggdid  é@lWm the
league observelm hae juseé 0 elpushed me down the staiflgaughs)

DePue: Physically pushed you?

Webb: Yeah. Fortunately, | could hang on to a handrail. One of the things | found out
was that lots of people were voting in two places. Another, finvas at a
polling placeand the woman came in who owned the best dress shop in town
As she asked for a balldtsaid fiMrs.€ Excuse me, but don't you live in
Ana®

AYes, everybody knows that.

fiDo you vote in Ana@

AYeso

| said,i WII, you can't vote in two placés.

Al can ta. | have a business here. I've always voted in two places.

Well, that doesn't happen anymofiaughs)l didn't see these people
as ignorant. | saw them as cut off. They hadn't moved along, modernized in a
sense, until the university started to realigwg.

DePue: Speaking of changing times, do you recall when the schools were
desegregated?
Webb: Yes, and it wasn't as soon as we had hoped. | don't know théuaatean

get that again for you. The black teachers held it up for a long time, because
theschool superintendents wouldn't agree to hire them. And until that got
worked out, it didn't happen, and it did get worked out.

DePue: So that they were hired.

Webb: Bl ack t e acraseyessSoltmak aahile.

DePue: Sounds likeperhapsit didn't happen until into the 1960s?

Webb: Oh, I'm sure it was into the 1960s, ye@hen the university school had some

black studentsThat was a grade in high school, in Pulliam Hall on the
campus, which 1 still call university scho@laughs)Our son got inftere in
seventh gradeand our daughter Amy got in in first grade, and Sarah got into
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preschool, because | registered her the day she was born. That's what it took to
get her in(laughs)So when we could, we sent them thdieat school

eventually closedand the girls had to go to public high school. It was a big
change for then(laughs)

Was that something you had to pay for, to get your kids to the university
school?

No. You just had to get on the waiting list.
Was it considered a m® progressive school?

It was considered that. What | thought, after my son graduated in 1966 from
high school there, that the best thing about it was that the kids were competing
against each othefhey were smatrt kids, and they came from all kioids

different background®ut, they were smayand they were working at ithey

really were. | knowwhen our son went up to Washington University, he

didn't feel he'd missed anythinge was prepared. So that was good.

One of the other interviesvthat I've conducted is with Kathryn Hari8he's
now thechief librarian at the Abraham Lincoln President Library.

Oh yes, yes. | kow | knew the name.

And her mother, her parentgewell-known within the black community
here, because slgeew up in Carbondale and remembers those segregated
schools. Her mother was Eurma Hayes.

Oh yes The Eurma Hayes Center is named for her mother, here in
Carbondale.

Yes. That's the reason | mention it.

| did know her. Yes, I'll be daed. One of the things that really surprised me,
when Howard died, my sister-law was here from Seattland she hadn't

been here much, and she was extremely aware that there were a lot of African
American people arouddThere aren't any in the neighborldoehere she

lives, which is my old neighborhood in Sealtland how people were

friendly. People said hi to each other and everythlrggid that's one of the

things I've seen take place heaad I think it's wonderful. If you say hi, no

matter what coloanybody is, then they're going to say hi to you. | sdid,

think a lot of people simply never get to have that experiefge.not only

have that experience, we've had so many foreign students here that we've had
experience with just about every diffet@ivilization you can think of.

(laughs)

At what point in time did Southern lllinois University get the reputation of
being a party school?
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Oh, about the time the others did. ListelowardDemison University, where
Howard went, had to clogke Sigma Chi fraternity that both Howard and his
father belonged tdecause it was so out of contrdhat was just unheard of
in the old days, a Baptist schofiaughs)

Well, I might be wrong, but | thought at one point in time Southern was
known as the tod

It was the Halloweens.
étop party school in the country.

Well, 1 don't think it was. Frankly, | think all of them were pretty bad. There
was a big Halloween bash that got started,learé it got completely out of
hand.

Was that in thé 6 (that was going on?

Yeah | think so. They had to stop it. They had to just close ddwe bars
still can't open on Halloween. | think that's still true. It was out of control.
College students drink a lot more than thesgd to.

This being a segregated town, but also a university town, do you remember
the climate of the community during the eadly& @nd the civil rights era?

| had contacts both with African Americans and with the university
community, morehan | did with people who were not university and not
African American. | wasn't hearing a lot of ugly stuff, but then | might not
have been where | would have heard it. There was a big reaction when the
campus went in 1970 here was a big, ugly reactiopeople driving in with
pickups with axes, saying they're going to get students. But it was all
students(laughs)it didn't matter what color they were.

Now, this is something | should rememband | can't recall the yedBut I'm
going to misponounce this, Cairo, Illinojst looks like Cairo.

YoumeanCairofl pr onounces with an emphasi s

It's pronounced a variety of different ways. They had some serious riots in that
community.

Um-hmm.And they have a much largAfrican American populatiod it's
not a big towd and they're poor. Everybody down here is pdbis and
Marion are the towns with the most mon&fie only reason Marie@n Well
maybe Benton and Mount Vernon, because they're on the InteBiiatbe
rest ofthe area There are a lot of rural poor people, black and wiAited
those things lead to problems.
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DePue: Getting back to the volunteer work, did you ever join the AAUW?

Webb: No. I've been asked to joihsaid,fi'm not a college graduateand they said
A @, we don't care.

DePue: American Association of University Women.

Webb: Yeah, the local group said @& déin't care if you graduated or not. Did you go
to school®l said  &aty But I'm not much of a joiner. | belong to the
Unitarian Fellowship, th8oard of the Chamber Music Society. I'm just not a

joiner.
DePue: But you believe in volunteer work.
Webb: Oh, absolutely. Oh, and I did long years at the hospital.
DePue: Well that's a little bit ahead of the story as well. | want to get you into the lat

1960s. Again, you've got this university environment in a place like
Carbondale, but this is also the time when a lot of things are starting to happen
on university campuses.

Webb: Oh, yes.

DePue: And not just because of the Vietham War, but that se¢mbe accelerating
things. Talk about the university environment in the l&t€s.0WNas there a
studentérights movement here in town?

Webb: Yes. Actually, when Kent State finally happened, it just blew.
DePue: Let's go back then to 1968.
Webb: The firstl remember of things getting bad was someone calling and saying,

"They're breaking the windows out of Woody Halldidn't believe it.
DePue: They, who was they?

Webb: Students. They're alwaysfthey,0 you know?So | drove over near therEhe
girls wee in the carWhen | saw what was going on, | said, "We're going
directly home."(laughs)We didn't get out of the caBut the windows were

gone.
DePue: Do you know when that was?
Webb: Amy might remember.
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DePue: Sixty-eight was an important year, a meatae year for most Americans,
because it starts with the Tet Offensive, and then you've got Martin Luther
Kingd assassinatigraroundthe April timeframel*

Webb: Oh, yes.

DePue: Of course there were riots through so many cities in the country. | think
shortly after that or about the same timeframe, [B&sident Lyndon Baines
Johnsonpnnounced that he wouldn't be running for reeleclitien you've
got, | believe in July, Robert Kennedy's assassination, and then the August
Democratic Conventigrup in Chicago.

Webb: Oh, yes. Well I know we had students up the(laughs)

DePue: Was Carbondale a lively place that year, with everything that was going on?

Webb: Yeah, | would say that it was, that we were starting to get a lot of unrest on
campus.

DePue: And you've got ROTC programs on campus attitine.

Webb: Yeah.

DePue: That was oftentimes kind of a flashpoint.

Webb: But | don't remember that being a flashpoint here. It might have been, but not
that | was aware of. | never connected those years withpuicularly, in
my head.

DePue: Before we started, | think you jumped on theernet and read up on Old

Main. You said that was 1969.

Webb: Yeah, that's when it burned, and there was already uBmete immediate
thing was, wellthe students havaumed Old Main downBut the fire
department wasn't sure of that. They never found out who started that fire. It
was arson.

DePue: Can you give us some more backgroundat was going on in the campus
and what the result wais terms of Old Main gettingurned dowf?

Webb: Okay.There were meetings going on all the time, kids and things. | never
went to any of them. There was concern that meetings would get out of hand.
But then, when the building actually was burned and it was arson, then

14 TheTet Offensiveby North Vietnam and the NLF, was one of the largest military campaigns dfetream

War, launched on January 30, 1968, by forces oiie¢ Congand North Viethamesee opl edés Ar my of
Vietnamagainst the forces of the South Vietnamasay of the Repubt of Vietnam theUnited States Armed

Forces and their alliett. was a campaign of surprise attacks against military and civilian command and control
centers throughout South Vietnam.
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something interésg happened; everybody came together. You should have
seen the people going in that burning building and bringing things out, some
of whom were my children. They did, everybodyl the students were trying

to help people get their things oReople's vinole careers things were in there
That was okay for a bit

Then there was all kinds of speculation about how the fire started,
which just added to the mix. But | can't remember if the windows went out at
Woody thenSo many of the people who rememberstistuff well are gone
permanenttynow t hat 6s i1 tdés hard to

DePue: Was there any talk about outside agitators, like Students for a Democratic
Society or other 1°

Webb: Oh, yeah.

DePue: é radical elements coming in to organize the students?

Webb: Well, one of the Students for a Democratic Society board membersomas f
here.

DePue: Who was that?

Webb: Jane Alams

DePue: Oh?

Webb: ( I a u gqdwsa)Ciéy Councilwoman and retired professor from SIU.

DePue: Would you say that the politics of the university or of the town became more

liberal or radicalized, like it did incsne places?

Webb: My view of the politics of the facultyfor exampleis it's just like everyplace
else It's not all one thing or another at all. It's liberal, conservative, in
between. What's that other group calléd®@n't mean progressiyiéhe ones
that don't want taxes and all that stuff.

DePue: Libertarian?

Webb: Libertarian. | couldn't think of the term. In the same departments, you're going
to find people who have very different viewsd &s far as | can tell, it's
always been that way.

DePue: Where was Howardn terms of what was going on in the campus?

15 Students for a Democratic Soci€8DS) was atudentactivist moverent in the United States that was one
of the main representations of the New Left. The organization developed and expanded rapidly in the mid
1960s before dissolving at its last convention in 1969.
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Webb: He was worried aboytaughs)what was going to happen, and when things
fell apart, he was with the vice president every night. They went out and
worked with the students. He would come lgoat 3:00 every morning. That
was when things were the very worst. | don't know if | should say this, but
President Morris was having some problems during this paratithe vice
president was kind of seeing to things.

DePue: Was Howard generally sympatic with what the students were wanting?
Webb: He wasn't sympathetic with riotinJaughs)

DePue: Were the students seeking more control over curriculum?

Webb: No. It was bigger than that.

DePue: Was it mainly focused on antrar protests?

Webb: Yes, | hink so.Then when Kent State happened, of course, it was a Bémb.
DePue: And that was in the spring of 1970.

Webb: Yeah, that was somethinghat was really something. It was frightening.
DePue: Where were you and Howaria terms of your views about th&etham War?
Webb: We didn't think it was a necessary or defensible war. And look what's

happened sinc€laughs)We finally got rid of World War lIWe finally got

out of KoreaAnd now we're in all over the place. No, we didn't think it

wag® And we werevorried because our son was in college at the. titee

had to take his exam for the draft the week of final exams at Washingdton U.
Washington @ a tough school.

DePue: That's where he was attending?

Webb: Yeah.He was a good studerie called and saidWould you come up and
hold my hand?T went up We went to this huge armory someplace. They
didn't even have a place for anybody to sit doMe was gone for about an
hour.Then | saw him comingvay down a distant hall, leaping into the. &ir
thought Oh myGod, he flunkedHe came back to mée said, "Mom, | want
you to kiss my football knee(bothlaugh)

When he went in for that exam, the doctor was drawing peace symbols
on a blackboard. So he didn't have toa@ud he did have a bad knee. If he sat
like in a movie for a while, and stood up, it would go out. It was from playing

181n May 1970, students protesting the bombing of Cambloglidnited States military forces clashed with
Ohio National Guardsmen on the Kent State University campus. Whegnah#smen shot and killed four
students on May 4, thghootingdbecame the focal point of a nation deeply divided by the Vietham War.
7 Washington Universityin St. Louis, MO is a private research universityinded in 1853
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football. | was grateful to that knegaughs)But | wouldn't let him come
home I told him if he went over to the demonstrations on campus at
Washington U, he was going lear a hell of a lot from mé@aughs)

Why? | would think you were generally sympathetic with what they were
protesting.

| didn't want him hurtand | didn't want him arrested. | was his motlieoth
laugh)He behaved. They went oyéut hesaid,i W stayed on the outskirds.

Again, this was the lat@ 6,0nto 1970. | know 1970 was a very tough year
for you otherwisgas well.

Yes.When you drive down Walnut Street, which used to be awayp street,

it was completely lined witiNational Guardsmen, with rifles. We had a 7:00
curfew. | would drive Howard over to campus before 7:00. | went right down
Mill Street over heréWe lived over here on Glenview. The first time | took
him down, he was to mebtack there, the vice presiderilack wanted

Howard with him. Howard was good at dealing with peppéewas. He didn't
get mad he didn't get excitedhe just tried to deal with them.

Was he well respected by the students?

Yes, he was, by the students. We got déwitnere was moh right down at
Mill Street | said to Howard, "I don't know how | can get through thig1d

all of a suddeé | had the car window opeand one of the kids yeit], "It's
okay; it's the Webbs.A bunch of kids came, surrounded our car, and they
said i et these people throughThen they saw me back through that mess
so | could go home.

| started getting phone calls that nigHe [Howard] wouldn't get
home until 3:00, 3:30 in the morning, because they were dealing with stuff all
the time with thepolice and with the students and everythitgd these
phone calls were nastthey really were, "We're going to kill all you
communistsWe're going to kill your communist childrer.thought Oh
God, there's nothing like a Christimmosemad, right?laughs)

So what | did was, | went and got my King James Bible rext call
cameand | saig HMjudt a minute and | started readingRsalm to him
This person got all upset and hung (lpughs)it worked every time after that
But | was awakened peatedly at night with these threats. | wasn't affaid
was annoyed had seen some people from the telephone company, up
working in the wires behind our hoyske day before this startedrealized
afterwards that they had tapped our line. | told ointhem | knew itHe said,
"Well, we didn't mean anythingThat's what he saidlaughs)

This was arantiwar protest going on at the campus, and then there was a
counter protest from the community or what?
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No, these were individuals. | knoane of them worked at the place where |
took my clothes to be cleaned. These were individuals who just wanted alll
theseGod-damn students out of here, "God damn it, we're going to kill all of
them."(laughs)

But the line that you went through, tiveas antiwar protestors?

Yeah. At that point really, it was argverything protestors. It was a mamnd
it's hard to say what everybody in a mob is protesBagit was a mopand
mobs are scary.

It sounds like this was ugly on both sidéshe equation.

Yeah. There were people coming into toWmeatening students and things
like that But there were never enough of them. You can understand that that
happens.

There was a lettér| think it was in today's local papemritten by a
man who writes letters to the paper a Why they print theml don't know,
but he's telling all of us, we're all going to hell, everybody but Biay, he
tells us in big ways we're going to hell, uscalled Christians, us swalled
this and that. Eh, people are like that. | think there's probably some fear
element involved when people get that carried away.

I've been very luckyin that I'm not a fearful persohdon't assume the
worst and | don'iget very excited. So | just figured we'd get through it
(laughs)And we did.

Well, 1 think this is the point in time where you had another very difficult
chapter of your life.

Oh gosh.

Is it 1970 that your son passed away?

Um-hmm.

Is that something you're willing to talk about a little bit?

| can try. Just give me a minu{emotional)Sunday, November 1, 1970,
(sighs)Amy had gone down to the Unitarian church to baibyhe kids| was
still at homeand the phoneang. It was a man didn't recognize his voice

He asked to speak to Howard. Howard answeaed | knew at once
something terrible must have happened. | thought it might have bedsthat
mother had died or somethirgut it wasn'tlt was our son, ian accident.
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He had graduate cum laude five months before from Washington
University. Howard is the one who wrapped that up perfectly at some point
that day. He said, "It's just the end of the known wordad it was.

It never occurred to us we wouldsa child, certainly not a
wonderful, bright man. It was terrible for all of us. His sisters wdret's see,
he was twentywo; his sisters were seventeen and twelve. Vitelas just
awful. People were wonderfylaughs)l had to get Amy home, so | wen
across the street and got Bill, the neighbor across the street, and asked him to
go to the church and get Amy. Bill was Cathpéind he said, "I don't even
know where that church is(laughs)So, | told him. He went in and he told
the congregation, wth wasn't a big congregation, and thieeygot Amy.
She came homday then wed told Sarah. People from the church were there
in no time | still remember(laughs)

But, oh my. (blows nose)We had three grandparents to tell and other
people to tellHowie was in love with a wonderful gjrhnd we had to call her
parents and teller [mothero find her. It was awful. But everybody pitched
in to help. At one point, anEnglish Department wife, Marie, called and said,
don't worry about fixing dinnesshesaid,fil have them lined up for the next
montho And she did. Every day for a month, someone would call at about
5:00 and say I'nfibringing dinnerDo you like so and sol've never
forgotten.(laughs)

| answered the door one afternpandMilt Oberwaun (?)was at the
door, carrying this huge rack of clothes on hangbtit said to me, "You
didn't know | cauld iron, did you?'(laughs)after he had washed, done all the
laundry and all the ironing. That's the way people were. We were lucky we
were in sub a community, where they just won't let you faughs)

That Christmas was very hard, and we decided to try and have a
regular Christmad/Ne did it. We didn't enjoy jtout we did it Then the day
after Christmas, we went with Mard to AAUW meetingthafl was in New
York. So we went to New York City with hijto get out of townBefore we
left town, Bruce Applebyfrom the departmentvas over. H& gotten show
tickets for the girls and me, so we could see some shows while Howard was in
meetings andhings. That's the kind of things people did. We didn't, at that
time, know anyone who had lost a child in that wdgnow a lot now
(laughs) but we had each other.

| will never forget reading something in thiew York Timesot long
after that. It wasmarticle about the effegtit was in theTimes Weekly
Magazin® the effectof losing children, that 50 percent of the couples who
lose children get divorcedlVe knew that wasn't going to happéaughs)But
isn't that sad?

One of the other of the spses enslup blaming the other oner just
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Or can't live with it, | don't know. They really mentioned all kinds of different
things. You kind of go through a sdifame, you knowMaybe if Iadd been
standing there holding his hand, it wouldn't have happdngdhat's not real
life, and thngs happen.

So, | break up when | see them doing the pictures on NPR, of the
young men whare beindilled, because | know they've got families. It's very
hard As you can see, itésHowie would be sixtythree in three weeksle
was twentytwo when he did, and | bust up when | talk about hifzatches
her breath)

Was there some way, something that helped you cope in that next year or
two?

We had two other childremand we didn't want this to ruin their lives, because
we couldn't be parent8/e knew we had all this backing. Howard's students
were wonderfyloh they were wonderful. No, we knew we had to daritl

do it to the best of our abilitiednd | think we didWe've never forgotten

him. You just donjtyou don't forget them.

So, | know now. When I'm with someone who has lost a child, | know
what they're going througlnd | know how hard it idVithout all the help
wedd had here, | don't know what it would have been like, if we had been
someplace, isolateal something

Howard got aGuggenheimright after Howie died® We would have
gone to DenmarkHe said to me, "I'm going to turn this dovamd | want you
to understand whyHMe said, "This is no time for us to take the girls away
from home."He said, "And it's no time for us to bevay from home.He was
right.

| think this is also about the time that you decided to volunteer someplace
else?

Oh, that was something. That occurred on December 26, 1972, which is two
years afterwards. Times were still toughd at the Wonmés Center,d

gotten involved with helping fix the house and everythifige Women's

Center had opened on November 1, 1972.

The morning after Christmas that year, | wokeamd | thought
You're losing ityou are losing it. You have got to get out mato
somethingdo something differento, | said to Howard, I'm going to try to
think of what are the two most different possible things I could do in this
town. He said, "I think that's a good ide&said  @ll\Wm going to

18 Guggenheinfellowships are grants that have been awarded annually since 1925 by the John Simon
GuggenheinMemorial Foundation to those "who have demonstrated excaptiapacity for productive
scholarship or exceptional creative ability in the arts."
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volunteer at the WomenGenter and at the hospitable said  du ¥ouldn't
get more different than that. ( | &a thalisswhat | did

| was at the hospital fifteen years, and | willNovember, have been
at the Women's Centarolunteering, for thirtynine years. But it &ws a good
thing to do, totally different groups of people, totally different milidusey
were both great for méhey were both great for me, very good.

DePue: | think this might be a good place for us to stop today.

Webb: Okay.

DePue: And to pick up tororrow. Then we can get much more of the story about the
Women's Center and about your involvement with the ERA and the rest of
your life.

Webb: Okay.

DePue: Except for the last few minutes, this has been a lot of fun for me.

Webb: (laughs)Well, I'm glad Iwas at least able to do it. I'm sorry, | couldn't do it

without breaking up, but | can{faughs)
DePue: That's perfectly understandable.

Webb: He was a great sphe really was. Life is not quite the same when they're
gone. | hope té&od that doesn't pgoen to either of my kids.

DePue: Well, thank you very muchloyce We'll pick this up tomorrow.

Webb: Okay. So what are you going to do the rest of your time in Carbondale?
DePue: I'm going to get ready for our interview tomorrow.

Webb: Oh, okay.(laughs)

(end of interview#1)
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Interview with Joyce Webb

# ISEA-L-2011-036.02
Interview # 02: August 26, 2011
Interviewer: Mark DePue

COPYRIGHT

The following material can be used for educational and other nemommercial
purposes without the written permission of the Abraham Lincoln Presidential Library.
AFair useo criteria of Section 107 of the Co
materials are not to be deposited in other repositories, nor used for resale or
commercial purposes without the autlerization from the Audio-Visual Curator at the
Abraham Lincoln Presidential Library, 112 N. 6th Street, Springfield, Illinois 62701.
Telephone (217) 785955

Note to the Reader:Readers of the oral history memoir should bear in mind that this is
a transapt of the spoken word, and that the interviewer, interviewee and editor sought to
preserve the informal, conversational style that is inherent in such historical sources. The
Abraham Lincoln Presidential Library is not responsible for the factual accof oy
memoir, nor for the views expressed therein. We leave these for the reader to judge.

DePue: Today is Friday, August 26, 2011. My name is Mark DePue, Director or Oral
History with the Abraham Lincoln Presidential Library. | have my second
sessiondday with Joyce Webb. Good morning.

Webb: Good morning.

DePue: We just visited the Women's Center, because | needed to go there to get my
updated outline printed out. It was fun to go there with you.

Webb: Oh well, we're going to go back, | hope, this aften, so you can really see
the whole thing.

DePue: Very good. You wanted to start with maybe a comment about living in
Carbondale and what that's meant to you.

Webb: |l got to thinking about this [ ast nigh
living in what may look like kind of just a small city and not very important to
other people, has given me the richest life | could possibly have had. | have
enjoyed the university community and the town community very much. I've
had a lot of wonderful experieas and met a lot of wonderful people.

For example, many middle class pe@pknd that's what | think |
amd don't get an opportunity to meet people in much worse circumstances
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than they are. If you're involved with the Women's Center, you do. You can
learnhow hard they have to work just to live. It makes a difference in my life.

DePue: Why don'"t you tell uséWe're sitting i
trees. It looks very rural as you look out at the backyard, but you're right in the
middle of bwn.

Webb: Yes, it does.
DePue: Where exactly are you located in town?
Webb: I'm across the street from SIU, Southern lllinois University. The lot across the

street, they own most of that block. It's not fixed up very nicely, but this is the
main artery ito the campus on the west side. Carbondale is not a big place, so
I'm very close to everything. It's very nice.

DePue: Would you say it has something of a small town atmosphere to it?

Webb: The people do. They're friendly; they interact well. We also hdust class
hospital here. We have, of course, a university and a few miles away, a
community college. So we have a great deal to offer. This is the largest town
in southern lllinois, southof6 4. We have beautiful éThe
Forest is down ére. We have students who come down here from school and
find it so beautiful that they never leave. (laughs)

DePue: It's not as rich farmland as you would find in the central northern part of the
state.
Webb: No, no. The Grand Prairie starts about fiftegfes north of our airport, and

you can see the differené&When | start to drive, for example, from
Carbondale to Springfield, I'm leaving the beautiful hills and stuff that we
have down here, and I'm out on the prairie. The heights that | see are
drumlins, a place where a glacier dropped some debris. Somebody built a
farmhouse up on top of that little hill, for the view probably. (laughs)

DePue: So maybe a more hardscrabble life for the farmers, but was there a lot of coal
mining in this area?

Webb: Yes soft coal mining was the big thing, and there's still mining going on.
When we first came here, the mining schedules were on the front page of the
newspaper every day.

DePue: So soft coal, meaning that there would be high sulfur coal?

Webb: Yes.

¥ TheGrand PrairieNatural Division of central and easéntral Illinois is a vast plain, formerly occupied
primarily by tallgrass prairie, now converted extensivelygncalture. Natural drainage of the fertile soils was
poor, resulting in many marshes and potholes.
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DePue: So that's the demise of a lot of the coal mining in the region.

Webb: Well, actually it's still being used, | think, at power plants in the area. It's still
being mined, but it's open mining more, which is not so good. When we first
came here, there had Ipego laws requiring the mine owners to restore the
land. Now there has been, finally there was, and things have been made better.
But a lot of the southern lllinois is damaged from coal mining.

We are the only town | know of that isn't undermined. | gobiéce
from some government office very recently, about undermining. | called and

said, Al don't think I '"m under mined. 0
No, 06 they said, fithe nearest under mi ni
DePue: Wow.
Webb: That's pretty close. (laughs)
DePue: Well, as a homeowner though, just the thought of that makes you very

nervous; doesn't it?

Webb: Oh yes, homes have been lost; schools have been lost. So, in some of the
smaller towns around here, that's a veryoseriproblem.

DePue: Well, let's get back to your story. Yesterday we finished with what | would
imagine was the most painful and difficult part of your life.

Webb: Yes.
DePue: The next chapter is maybe a response to that. You alluded to that yesterday.
But | wanted to start with the founding of the Women's Center, here in
Carbondale.
Webb: Al right. I n December of 1971, there

called? It's a national women's meeting. People all over the country, women,
were meeting, wh a sort of renewal of interest in the feminist movement. We
had a meeting here at the local Presbyterian Church. It was very, very well
attended. Speakers in the morning and in the afternoon.

We divided into groups. Clara McClure, who is the oinge cial
worker here, said, in the group | was in, "Where does a woman go when she
has no place to go?" That's a pretty big question. It's not one that a lot of those
of us who were middle class women had thought about.
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| wanted to back up just a lgtbit. National Organization for Women [NOW]
was founded in 1966. One of the founders was, of course, Betty Friedan, who
wrote theFeminist Mystiqug®

Yes.

Were you an early member of the National Organization for Women?
um-hmm, yes.

Had you joined prior to that time?

|l was interested. | realized | 6d al way
believe firmly that men and women should have equal rights under the

Constitution and still believe it. Yeah, | was interested. Géinvere

complicated by what had happened in our lives, in a sense, so | was trying to

deal with interests and feelings at the same time. (laughs)

This is going to be part of the debate. | probably should have mentioned
beforehand, | wanted, to a ta&n extent, for the purpose of doing the
interview, separate the issue of the passage of ERA from the founding of the
Women's Center, although you can't necessarily.

Not exactly, because | think the need for an Equal Rights Amendment was in
all of our minds.

And that's what | wanted to start with. Why was a national organization for
women necessary in the | ate 660s and e

Because there was no centralized voice for women. The idea of feminism
keeps rising and falling. We are awanf it starting in the 18th century. I'm

sure it was around before that. (laughs) There had to be women who were
unhappy with their lot before that. What had happened was, there was a lot of
unrest in the country. Unrest leads to issues coming up, anddlane of

the issues that came up.

Now, of course, the real emergence’ and
Seneca Falls in the years prior to the
Oh yes.

éeéand, of course, the early feminist mo

abolitionism, as an issue, as well.

20 Published on February 19, 19a3)e Feminine Mystique, book written by Betty Friedan, is widely credited
with sparking the beginning of secemagve femnism in the United States.
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Webb: umh mm. And then, in the 620s, in 1923°
first name? I'll have to try and get that for you.

DePue: | know who you're talking about, because I've got this picture of her on a
white hose.

Webb: She wrote an Equal Rights Amendment to the Constitution and started

working for it. There was an office in Washington,; it was still there when |
was last in Washington. What happened was that women decided, no, they
wanted to vote first. They kthof stopped working for the Equal Rights
Amendment and went workidg

DePue: Alice Paul, Alice Paul, I think.

Webb: Alice Paul, that's quite correct. She was unable to keep them from
wantingéShe pointed out that, i¥ there
would have the vote. But it wasn't getting across apparently. So women got
the vote inéwhen my mother was thirty;

was sixty. That still seems so strange to me. My mother was a highly
opinionated woman. That she couldn'tevbefore she was thirty just floors
me. (laughs) She and | never voted the same way, | should add.

DePue: Now, let's go back to the issue of the Women's Center and that one comment
in 1971, late in '71.

Webb: December. Some of the women got together, abalfita dozen of them, and
decided to work on what we needed and decided we needed a women's center.

DePue: |l want to go back and ask you, at that
evolved over time but when she says, I
togo when there's no other place to go.

Webb: That wasn't the first thing. We need to have a place to go where women can
meet and discuss things and have consciousness raising groups and all that
kind of thing. The idea of people staying was, Well maylmeetmdy would
need it overnight, in an emergency or something like that. It was nothing like
what we ended up with, as you can tell.

DePue: What did that mean to you at the time, for a need to have a place to stay
overnight?
Webb: Well, 1 didn't think | woud need a place to stay overnight, but I'm sure there

were people out there who maybe had a problem with their husbands or
something like that and needed a safe place to go overnight. We were pretty
naive. We had no idea that domestic violence was a magblem in this or

any other country. It is, and still is. This was very much a learn as you go
prospect.
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But these half dozen or so women got together, did some planning and
then, I think | have over there, a copy of a letter sent out over Genevieve
Houghon's signature, explaining that we needed people to make pledges. |
pledged $10 a month. Isn't that overwhelming? (laughs) Of course, we had
three children and people coming in.

Well, in 1971 that was

In 1971, that was a perfectly respectapledge. A lot of people pledged. One
woman who was interested said, "I'll pay for the phone for a year." That was
good, because we weren't going to have enough to do that. So, what happened
was that a house was rented. It was on Walnut Street in Catbonda

It was a four bedroom house, which had belonged to a couple in the
English Department, the department my husband was in at the university, and
a house | was familiar with. It was old. They had built a new home and moved
away. A lot of us spent a lof tme working on it.

| wanted to read a quote from an article that Rita Lovell Moss had written, |
think just a few years after the founding of the Women's Center.

She was one of the original committee.

This is how she described thead for this, "A need for a warm and loving

place where women could talk with other women, sisters, daughter, mothers
and neighbors, about their common problems and ways of coping with them."
Does that pretty much sum it up?

That's very good.
Um-hmm, that's very
good. Thatis what it &
was. I'm going to add |
here that, in those "L
days, there were a lot
of people involved as
volunteers, getting
going on the house.
Some were young;
some were students
and grad students, and

From left to right at a planning conference are Rita Moss, unknown,
some were older. Joyce Webb, unknown, Mary Rudas
second home, circa 1975.

The young onesatled the old ones Mrs. so and so, if they were
married. We had a meeting and decided we had to change that. (laughs) So,
from then on, it was first names. | haven't been called Mrs. Webb very much
in the last, | don't know, thirty years. (laughs)
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Well, this is a complete aside, but when your husband would go there, how

would they address him?
Howard.

He wasn't Doctor or Professor?

Oh no. This place is crawling with professors. (laughs) No, he was Joyce's

husband, so that was okay.

| wanted to get the leadership of this establishment. You mentioned

Genevieve Houghton. As we go on, | would like to have you flush out these

personalities, their role in the organization as well.

Wel |l , Genevi eveéRe c epullicityabdutherr e

Genevieve was
one of the
original Freedom
Riders?! At the
time, she was a
beautiful young
woman, twenty
eight years old.
She was on that
bus that was
firebombed in
Asheville was it?
| believe it was
Asheville [North
Carolina].

I'm going to get

the year wrong. I Genevieve Houghton, on the left, and Joyce Webb meet outside the
thinkitwasinthe second Carbondale

'61 or '62 1980s.

ti meframe that t he

Womenos

travel

wa s

f

ng

That's about right, yeah. It was the first one;lumm. She was working for

CORE at the time. Just knowingrifeas been a great experience.

| think CORE was Congress of Racial Equality?

Yeah, yeah.

2! Freedom Riders wemvil rights activists who rode interstate buses into the segregated southern United
States, in 1961 and subsequent years, in order to challenge tbafoocement of the United States Supreme

Court decighns Morgan v. Virginia (1946) and Boynton v. Virginia (1960), which ruled that segrepaiiéid

buses were unconstitutional.
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Go ahead.
| believe she was working as James Farrffeatiministrative assistant.
Was shahe main founder or the main voice behindtgeg this organized?

No. She was just one of the first volunteers, (laughs) as far as | know. I'm sure
she was involved to some extent. It was an amazingly dangerous thing to do. |
don't know if people now can understand how dangerous it was, puvéne
risking their lives every minute they were on their bus.

What was Genevieve doing in Carbondale at the time?

Genevieve ended up here. She was married at the time, and | think her
husband might have been in graduate school. | first erettithat big meeting

in December of '71 and then got acquainted with her. There were so many of
us involved in volunteering there. That's when | got acquainted with her. She
ended up being our first unpaid director. (laughs) But she certainly knew the
territory of working in difficult situations.

| think it's very important to add here that this group was started as a
feminist, prechoice organization, and we never made any bones about it. For
years, | went out and spoke for the center, later, when preasdent of the
board. | simply told people that's what it was. | was doing that in small towns
and all kinds of places, where the term-phmice didn't go down very well.

| want to get your understanding of what the term feminist means, what it
meant then, to you.

Tome. Tome a
feminist is someone
who believes in equal
legal rights for men
and women, period. | |§
was married to one. It
would never have
occurred to Howard
that women shouldn't
have equal legal
rights. But he also
hadn't thoughabout

how weodr e ch(ycé WEbtharo[Ke@sler and Howard Webb enjoying themselves
get them. He was very at the 10th Anniversary celebration in November 1982.

supportive of my being involved in this.

22 Jamed.eonardFarmerJr. was a civil rights activist and leader in the Civil Rights Movemdat pushed for
nonviolent protestat dismantle segregation and served alongside Martin Luther King Jr. He was the initiator
and organizer of the 1961 Freedom Ride
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There is one other thing I think | need to add in here. In London, in
1971, a woman named Erin Pizzey, | think thatiszz-e-y, had
gazumpedél | oeRrtishhmaadthat term.rtGazumpihdgimeans
you take over an empty place. You know, you move in on it. She had
gazumped a house in London to provide a safe place for battered women. We
all knew about that. So that was part of what was going into this.

That was really the first of its kind anywhere?

Yes. And we are close to being the first of our kind in the United States. I'm
not sure. | think the last time someone told me, they said we were second. I'm
not sure if we were second.

Second irthe United States?

But | know we were certainly in at least the first four, and we were the only
one not in a big city and not founded by social workers. We had social
workers among us, but this was just a group of women.

Who were some of thether women? | assume you're one of the founders of
this, as well?

Well, I'm one of the founding Indians, not a chief, in that | was helping with
the house. But there were lots of us who did that. I'm just an Indian on that.
The ones who got it orgized were that first six, and they constituted the
board for about five months.

Who were the other members; do you recall? Genevieve was certainly one of
them.

Genevi eve, Rita Moss, Libby Moor e’ |
" and embre. ®h my goodness, I'm not sure. One of the joys of being in
your mid-eighties is not being able to think of things. (laughs)

What did all of you envision as the original clientele for this center?

| think we saw ourselves as the origiohéntele. We were having all kinds of
interesting meetings, really, really interesting meetings. We didn't have a lot
of female faculty members at that time, but we had them coming in and
talking about what they had run into, getting into the academilciyatl

kinds of meetings going on, consciousness raising, something | never
attended.

Trying to get over a child's death is enough consciousness raising for
most people. (laughs) Within the first year also, Howard had a heart attack. It,
thank God, wasot a serious one. So | was kind of dealing with other things
all along.
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In April, | applied, as did others, and the board was enlarged. | became
a board member, which | have been, was, for the next twenty years, until |
thought one day, You ought to g#f that board. Nobody has the right to stay
on a board that long. (laughs) But that was a wonderful experience in my life.

We had a little flaraup, in that some women who were involved did
not want wus to take i n vioneshowsupof dome
within the first couple of days the house was open.

DePue: That was the first client, so to speak?

Webb: Um-hmm. And a person who did have resources and was able to go on and do
something. The first one that | remember that | was involvedwatha
mother and a small baby, very young baby. | remember that | became aware,
when | was there doing an afternoon or morning on the phone, that | thought
this woman was mistreating this baby, that she had been mistreated too. | went
home that night, anddcould not sleep.

Our next door neighbor was the man who was the head of the social
workers in the area. | woke him up at midnight and said, "I've got to tell you
about something." (laughs) | said, dnl
baby. 0,"Itsbendslikeiit b me." He came down in the morning, and
that was the case.

DePue: Well, that gets us into an issue, which I'm sure that was part of the discussion,
part of the problem, was these are people like yourself, they're volunteers,
they're anateurs. You're not talking about clinical psychologists or
professional counselors

Webb: | was a housewife. | think | still am.(laughs)

DePue: éor nurses. And now you're encounterin

circumstances.

Webb: But, we were people who felt we should be able to handle things. So we
would try. When an lllings Coalition against Domestic Violence was formed
in Springfield, we were told we should join. Genevieve and | went up to
Springfield to the meeting. We were informed that we were amateurs. We

sai d, AnWe' ve been doing t Westllttyog sever
to get it going.o0o (laughs) We don'"t th
experience.

DePue: But were there legal issues, because you didn't have certificates or licenses or

things like that?
Webb: Nope. We had applied for and received thefoofprofit thing, and we did

have social workers who were active members, like Clara McClure, whom |
mentioned previously, and others. As we went along and we wanted to have
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interns, graduate student interns, we had to have a social worker who could
serve b keep an eye on that intern.

DePue: A social worker licensed by the state?

Webb: Uh-huh. There are lots of them around, and that's fine. Many of them were
involved with us, so that did not turn out to be a real problem.

DePue: How about the issue, as yeaid right from the beginning, that this would be a
pro-choice institution.

Webb: Yes, umhmm.
DePue: What are the implications of that early on for you?
Webb: Well, it surprised people and a lot of people were uncomfortable with it. But

we made a point adticking with it. In fact, we made much more of a point
than we do now. | think we assume now that everybody knows it.

DePue: But what are the implications for the house, saying that you'rehmice?

Webb: Well, it was a little scary sometimes, | thirfkeople would say things. My
favorite is that | heard someone said that we did abortions on the kitchen
table. (laughs) [To] the woman who said that to me, | said, "Oh no, we'd never
use the kitchen table." (laughs) But what we felt was that pregnanegiy a
private business, that it's a woman's body in which this child is forming, and
that any decisions about that were not for a government agency to make.

DePue: This is late '71, 72 though, when you first got started. What were the laws in
lllinois abaut abortion at the time?

Webb: Mark, 1 don't know. | don't know if it was legal or not, because as long as |
can remember, | was aware that there was a abortion clinic in Granite City? Is
that what | mean? I'll have to look at a map.

DePue: At the time yougot started?

Webb: North of here. Whether that was available when we got started, | don't know,
but | think maybe it was.

DePue: So women would come to your center, and if that was one of the issues, they
would be referred to someplace like Granite City?

Webb: Well, not referred. We would give people information, but we wouldn't say
you should, because the one thing we believed very firmly and made
important was that our job was not to tell women what to do, but to help them
learn how to take care of theetges. We could tell them that that possibility
existed.
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It was, | think, January of 1973 that the U.S. Supreme Court came out with it's
Roe v. Wadeecision?®
Oh, okay.
That's why I'm getting into these first couple of years.
| didn't remember exactly whd®oe v. Wadeame out.
So the equation would have changed a little bit after that decision came out.

Yes, and it may be that the Granite City thing opened Riterv. Wadd.
wouldn't be surprised, but | just dokitow.

This leads to the next question, and it's not necessarily all about abortion as an
issue, but | would think early on, there would be some logical individuals and
institutions that were in opposition to what the stated purpose of the Women's
Center was.

Yes, but they didn't give us much of a problem. They might say something

about it, butél had one experience whe
center, of going to a Christian radio station in another town. | was invited. |

was talkingWe got a terrible phone call from someone, directed at me. The

host was angry at the caller, not at me.

| thought that was very interesting, that what | did as the speaker for

the Women's Center, whi ch | did for m a
am married. | have three children, and | have a wonderful husband. We live a
good family I|Iife, and these are the th

excuse me on those grounds. (laughs) | was doing something right.

| could go up and talk to a little ahch group and tell them that and
answer their questions as honestly as | could, and they would give me a small
financial contribution when | went back. So, that was interesting.

Was that one of the important roles that you played, as a spokesfoergan
center?

During my presidencies, yeah.
When was that?
Well, about eight years. (laughs)

During the 670s?

22Roe v Wade 410 U.S. 113 (1973), is a landmark decision by the United States Supreme Court on the issue of
the constitutioality of laws that criminalized or restricted access to abortions.
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Webb: When did | first become president? Very interesting. If we kept decent records
we'd know, but | don't know. hink | was kind of a weird president. | know
that I'm not a leader, but I'm a good mediator. That's really what | did.
(laughs) We had a lot of opinionated women on our boards, and | was one of
them. (laughs)

DePue: I'm shocked to hear that.

Webb: Yes, Iknow you're shocked to hear that. But they could be dealt with. Our
board meetings tend to go until about midnight. We had to learn to get over
that, because at first, it was decided that everything would be decided by
consensus. That's fine, only it takesi months to come to consensus.
(laughs) We had to give that up and vote on stuff.

DePue: Why was that the original thought, that consensus needed to be achieved?

Webb: That that was equal, that was showing that everyone was equal, and everyone
had a chace to get their voice in.

DePue: So, in other words, the group would get together and talk and talk and talk,
until they finally ged

Webb: Endlessly, endlessly.

DePue: éeuntil they got to everybody agreeing

Webb: Yes. And one night | came hanprobably around midnight, and | said to
Howard, "Well, guess what we did at th
"We bought a house." He said, "You wha
bought the Renzaglia's houswk. 0 AJoyce,
financially Iliable for this?d And | sa
did it.

DePue: That was the first house?

Webb: That was the second house. We rented the first house. The second house, we

bought for $45,000 from Guy and BeRgnzaglia Guy was the faculty

member at SIU who started the wine industry in southern lllinois, Alto Pass

Wi neri es, his familyds winery. He and
words, actually we were going to pay $40,000 for it, instead of the $45,000,

and trey got a tax thing for the $5,000 they were giving us.

They had a | ot of children, and so
had six bedrooms and a buiitt basement then, a finished basement. And we
added to that house. It was on a little dead streea block from campus.
Deadend streets are wonderful for a place like this, because if someone calls,
Al"m going to come, and | ' m going to d
we're on a little deadnd street, and the police will be here just abaaitithe
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you arrive. o (laughs) So that was a go
where you were this morning.

l'tds o
couple
blocks away
from the
campus.

A block, half
a block,
virtually. We
added on to
that building
a couple of
times.Then
finally, | was
not on the
board at the Thisbui l ding became the second home for
time, but they purchased the apartment, big apartment building, where we
were this morning and moved the administrative offices and the rape action
group offices over there, because the house was so crowdlee @the.

We would get very crowded sometimes. If we had more people than
bedrooms, we'd bring sleeping bags down, and they'd sleep on the living room
floor.

| can go a lot of different directions here. | wanted to start with Harold's view
about yarr involvement, because this was no small commitment of time on
your part.

Well, the children were in school. Let's see, my son was in college at
Washington University in St. Louis. Let's see, what year was that? '70. Amy
was in the eighth grade, no

You said '71 before.

Yeah, '"71 was the meeting where thisél
high school, | think, or close to it. Amy was five years ahead of her, so it

wasn't as though | was taking care of small children. | was-fodlywhen

that meeting occurred. We had started our family early, earlier than we had

planned. (laughs) That's different; you have time.

You mentioned yesterday | don't want t

have to, to a fteyour son'srdeathxydudadtdecited ot a
make a more substantial commitment in time?
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Webb: Yes. Also because | thought | was losing it. | just thought | wasn't coming out
enough of this, and so that was i n'  as
(laughs)

DePue of '72?

Webb: Seventytwo, when | woke up the day after Christmas and thought, You better
get your act together. So | volunteered at the hospital and the Women's
Center. Most of the hospital volunteer

but many of themwvere townswomen, and it was a different milieu entirely,
just completely. | worked in the shop there.

DePue: The store?

Webb: We had a little restaurant and little gift shop. It's larger now.

DePue: How were these women different from the women dealing thié Women's
Center?

Webb: Oh, they were much more conservative for the most part. | was sort of an odd

woman out there for a while. | was bothered by some things | saw. | didn't feel
African American people coming in were treated properlgdayeof the
people, not everybody.

DePue: By some of the paid staff?

Webb: Some of the volunteer staff. And the same was true if someone came in with a
slip from the hospital social worker that gave them some free food. | felt that
they were sometimes not treated pdp. Eventually, | became chairman of

that, and | made a speech and said, naV
But it was a great experience. | met some wonderful people.
You need 'ﬂ
to be around o
people who are A
different from =

yourself, as much
as posdile, to
understand all the
different ways
we become
ourselves. As |
said when we
opened today,
that this place
has offered me |+ .

the Opportunity J Webb, Lillian Ad d Gillian Harri in th ly d f the Carbondal
, oyce Webb, Lillian Adams, and Gillian Harrison in the early days of the Carbondale
toknowldont Womends Center.
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know how many homeless people, up to presidents of universities, senators. |
met Barack Obama ovat Stone House, when he was running for president,
and had a little chat with him. (laughs)

DePue: Did you share some opinions with him?

Webb: Of course | did. (laughs) And he knew
first supporters down here.

DePue: What was the name again?

Webb: Lillian Adams, the friend | told you, who died when she was nisety

DePue: | think we have a picture of her someplace.

Webb: Yeah, we do someplace.

DePue: Well, another line of questions deals with funding. Obviously, wien

purchased the home, Howard immediately knew, this is a challenge. (Webb
laughs) It's a not for profit.

Webb: Um-hmm.
DePue: How did you fund the center, especially early on?
Webb: We asked people for money locally. Then we applied to United Way, and we

got on United Way's list. We didn't get a lot, but we got some. | thought that
was great. For a while, we were the @lydon't know if this is still the

cas® the only shelter in the state, after there were more shelters, who were
receiving money from theity where we were located, not a lot, but some.
Then, of course, grant writing, people got writing grants. In a university town,
you can always find somebody who knows how to write a grant. (laughs)

DePue: Were these grants looking for state money prilyfar

Webb: Um-hmm. Well, any place we could find it. I'm not good at that kind of thing
and have had no experience doing it. I'm good at handing my own budget;
that's about the extent of my fiduciary responsibilities. (laughs)

But everybody just workedn it, and we would manage. We would
raise money. Oh, we picked daffodils. They used to raise flowers
commercially, south of here. One of the women involved and her husband had
built a home down on an old daffodil farm, down near Cobden.

DePue: A daffodil farm?
Webb: Yes, there were daffodil farms, and they were shipped out of Makanda. They
would still bl oo m, not as many of cour
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if we'd like to cut some daffodils. We did that for a number of years. We'd go
down and cut dffodils, down at Marian's place, and then go over on campus
and sell them. We had to get permission to do that. But whenever we did
things like that, people responded very well.

We opened a little gift shop, a craft shop, in the Methodist student
building on campus and had that for a while. It did pretty well. All of this is
volunteer stuff, you understand; nobod

DePue: At first you were renting, and then you purchased a home. So you're
essentially homeowners, as well. Was there a lgbhinteer labor involved
in fixing these places up?

Webb: Yes and the chief laborer was Lillian Adams' husband, Ed. Ed was etr fix
man. Then a | ocal buil der, in | ater ye
didn't think would think we were any godaljt he got interested. He had
retired, and he would come and do things. | wonderdnbwever asked
himad [if] it might be that he knew someone in his family who had been
abused. One hears about those things from time to time.

DePue: It was strictly labor? Aot of times, when you're fixing places up, there are lot
of expenses involved with parts, with
Webb: Wel | I guess we didn'"t do the kind of

remodeling several times. We would always come up with it somehow. I'm
notsure how we always came up with it, but we did. (laughs)

DePue: I'm assuming that some of the volunteers who were actually doing the work
were volunteering some of the parts that were needed, as well.

Webb: Yeah, um
hmm. |
remember
going
downstairs in
the second
house one
time, to see
Genevieve,
whose office
was down
there, and
t hereds
sitting at the
table working
on something.

. - Margaret Katrannides, far left, Genevieve Houghton, third from left, and Joyce
| jUSt said to Webb (with cigarette) join other supports at a fund raiser in the late 70s.
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him, "Who are you?" (laughs) His name was Harry Bahrenfend. | hadn't met
him before. He was a retired persand he had heard about the Women's
Center, over at the seniors, the city's seniors place. He volunteered, and he
helped a great deal, because he worked with the financial papers and things
like that, a very nice man.

DePue: What kind of fundraising evesidid you have? You already mentioneddthe

Webb: Okay, we had the shop. We had the daffodil things. Let's see, what other kinds
of things did we have then? I don't know if I can remember.

We have some big ones now. The biggest one now is called the Little
Bl ack Dress. l't'"s huge. |l "' ve never bee
mean, it goes late at night, and it's out of town. But hundreds and hundreds of
women come to it, wearing little black dresses and imbibing in local wine and
stuff, (laughs) ad we get supported by businesses. That's been good.

People do runs for us. There's been a bike riding thing for us. People
offer to do things. Maybe a fraternity or a sorority on campus will decide to do
something for us. So it's a lot, but we're upht® point where the budget is
over $1 million a year. The first year, on Walnut Street, it was $4,000.

DePue: With $1million budget, | would think that most of the funding has to come
from city and state.

Webb: Yeah, yeah, and probably not so much from, decause the city doesn't have
that much, state and federal, 4mmm. If we see Martha this afterncos h e ' s
the assistant director of the center s
I'm no good on money questions like that. (laughs) I just know that we're still
going. I'm so proud that we're still going.

DePue: As the center was opened, it sounds tikemission, its charter, kind of
evolved. One of those early things that maybe surprised you and others was
the importance of having a place for battered women to go and a rape center.

Webb: It really surprised us. We had no idea that it was going ®dsakr, which it
did. Not everybody wanted that. There was a long period of discussions about
this. Some, a few women, felt that these women were, in essence, not worth
bothering with. What were they doing, living with these people who beat them

up? But,ve had not before met women in thei
who were middle class women 't hree or f
education.

We started, for example, if a woman comes in without a GED, we see
that she gets it, if she hasn't finished hsghool. We've had women go on to
college, and that's wonderf@ur motto, which we adopted right away, was to
"Help women to help themselves."
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One of the problems we had in the beginning was that we had all these
women whood been iWomensCen@dr,getingist ar t i ng
moving anyway, and they tended to hand out advice. A lot of us were
mothers; a lot of us were wives. So we asBetibie Piper, Roberta Piper,
who was working on her doctorate in psychology, to come in to discuss this
problem. Sk taught us about empathy. | don't believe that | had heard the
word before that meeting. In other words, you're not there to tell her what to
do. You're there to tell her there are opportunities that she can look at. But
you're not her advisor.

DePue: Soempathy versus sympathy, where sympathy possibly would enable the
women to

Webb: To do what they
needed to do. Then,
we worked hard to
find out what was
available. There

wasn't a lot
available in those
days.
DePue: You mean in terms ) ! aph. &
of support for e~
people in those *
kinds of _ _ _
relationships? Rarcicon oniboy the Womenos Cenmter
the Holiday Inn in November 1982.
Webb: Yes, yes. We were
horrified if a wanan went back into the situation. But after you've had some
experience, you can see why some of th
el se for them to go, or he wants the c
children if you don't come back. o

But thefact that they know there's an asylum they can go to, if they
need to, a safe place. Asyl umbs become
means a haven. (laughs)

DePue: | would think one of the big challenges was security concerns. How did you
address tht?
Webb: Well, that's interesting. We were on Walnut, a very busy street. That is, it was

a twoway street then. We were across the street from the Catholic Church
here in town, lots of traffic. We had a front porch. We talked about being
worried about it

We had women students who lived upstairs to answer the phone at
night. The rest of the time volunteers were doing it. We talked to the police
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about it. One rule we made that | think paid off very big for us at the very
beginning, very early on in the &al, was that we would go to the hospitals,
go to the police, go to the sheriff's department in Murphysboro and
everything, and tell them what we would do. We wouldn't tell them that we
could do things that we couldn't do, but that we could provide tempora
housing and things.

We found out they were very pleased to have us. The hospital was
pleased to have us; the police department was pleased to have us, because they
didn't know what to do with these women, when they picked them up in
terrible circumstaces. So that worked out very well.

DePue: Were there legal issues that came up early on, that you had to have an order of
protection so that men couldn't come to this place?

Webb: Well, we weren't getting orders of protection then. That came later. We do a
lot of that.

DePue: But how, legally, could you bar a man from coming to the center?

Webb: We justéYou can't go in somebody's hou
About the only thing I know that we ha
lot of the womennvolved were law students; the law school was new, and
sheds my | awyer now. The question was

ATrespassing is i f s oafter pooleavedodmmens i n yo
they can't. So if you tell a man he can't come in,l@domes in, he's
trespassing.

We counted on the police, to stand by for us, and they did. They were
very, very good. We thought we'd have a lot of problems, and we didn't. We

had more threats than problems, a phon
ooer and | 'm going to blah blah blah. 2o
said, AAre you familiar with the Carbo

us wWithin two minutes. 0

DePue: Did it surprise you and others that the police were as cooperative and
supportive as they were?

Webb: | don't know if we were surprised; we were pleased. We hadn't realized what a
problem it was for them to do it. They were really good, really good.

We had one incident, which was interesting. | wasn't there, but a
young volurteer was on the telephone in the house, and a young woman
staying with us was out on this nice front porch, with a small child. A
Volkswagen pulled up in front of the house, and a man got out, ran to the
porch, grabbed the child, ran back to the Volkswagdée volunteer saw this
and ran outside and yelled at him, @AOh
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But she had time to open the door, grab the child, and he was on his way.
(laughs) So that was our big problem.

No one was ever hurt; no one was epeysically attacked. It just
didn't happen. It was always a possibility; it's still a possibility. You noticed
when we went to the Women's Center this morning that the doors are locked.
We got in, because | know howWheo get i
|l " m volunteering, |l " m at the other end
man coming in. | would probably go to the door. | won't unlock it for him
until 1 find out his purpose there. He may be a social worker. It may be a man
who say,s,myiWeilrll friend is here. Il want
here. We don't give out information ab
not coming in. That's just the way it is, and it works. We don't have a problem
with that. People accept it.

Once these women are there, having gone through some extremely traumatic
experiences themselves, what is the obligation or the role of the Women's
Center to provide some kind of counseling and support in that respect?
Because again, that's pushing therfdaries of the amateurs that you were
called®

Well, now it's really good. We have -@ite counselors, adult and children's
counselors. We have counselors for women who have been attacked sexually
and children. We have a case manager in the slelparrtment, who is going

to help the woman make plans, but she's expected to make plans. We have
some transitional housing.

When we got started, we thought women could stay one or two nights.
More often it might be one or two months. (laughs) We have s@msitional
housing we can use that was provided by the Jackson County Housing
Authority. So, as you can see, there's cooperation coming in here all over the
place. We have people giving household things all the time. We don't buy
linens and things likéhat; they've given to us.

How about food and medicine, things like that?

We buy food. The women come with their own medication. We have
standard, ovethe-counter stuff there too. We can get them medical help if
needed. There's a lot more hhelailable to people now than there was when
we started. But we expect that they [the center guests] are going to take
responsibility.

Some of them will be working with the woman who helps the women
get éorders of protect i Bhat'snoftunusualubutd n' t t
an order of protection says, fiHe can't
him from coming near her. You're still vulnerable in an order of protection,
particularly if it's a stalking situation. Those are dangerous situautst
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least we can get the orders of protection over in Jackson County Court or in
other counties. We don't work just in Jackson County.

DePue: If you had a woman or children who needed to go to the hospital or to the
clinic, because they'd been battbor abused, would a volunteer accompany
them?

Webb: We'd probably take them, and maybe a staff member would stay with them.

We don't go to someone's home. We don't put ourselves in a position where
we could get in trouble. Did that once, and | never dagjain. (laughs) | went

with a woman to get her clothing from a trailer near Murphysboro. After we
were in, and she was getting her clothing, here came this drunken mess out of
another room. (laughs) We went fast; we learned a lesson.

DePue: Is part of tle ability to get grants tied to the fact that you have those kinds of
professional services? Is that a part of it?

Webb: | feel sure, yes; | feel sure that it is. Staff could tell you more about that than |
could. I've never been a paid member of the shaffact, the only paid job
I've had in all these years that I've been here was dimalfjob at the library,
when my son was in college, as an archivist. (laughs) That was interesting for
a couple of years.

DePue: How about as a center for women whal leeen raped and gone through that
traumatic experience?

Webb: We have a whole staff to help people deal with that. Even the police will call
and say, fAListen, we need somebody fro
They all know that we have these sees available and that there are two
people on call all the time, a primary and a secondary, to go to be with the
victim, not in her home, but at the hospital, where she needs to get an
examination, for example, or wherever else it can be done thahism
home.

| was out one night on the railroad tracks, with a bunch of policemen
and a fellow from the sheriff's department. We were all rejoicing because the
girl had beaten up the attacker, and he didn't get to attack. (laughs) He broke
her nose, buve were very proud of her. We were over, looking for evidence
of who he was.

DePue: Did you go out on a lot of those cases yourself?
Webb: For ten years, urnmm.
DePue: | would assume you have some stories or anecdotes to tell about some of those

that aremore memorable than others.
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Webb: Well, 1 think | started to tell you about one of them. These, you understand,
are all at night. (laughs) | was called and asked to come to Anna, which is
twenty miles south of Carbondale. | said | would come. Howard Séddi're
going where?" (laughs) | said, "I'll be in touch; I'll be in touch." This is pre
cell phones by the way. | went to the Anna Hospital, and there was what |
would think was a very elderly woman now. She was probably about the age |
am now, which iighty-four. She was a widow, living alone and had been in
bed. A man had broken into her house and had sexually attacked her. She
knew he was very large, and he was an African American.

When | got there, she was in the examining room. It was a woman
dodor who had called me, who worked in the hospital there. There weren't
very many women doctors in small towns in southern lllinois then. | had met
her before. The policeman kept standin
goingto be avery personat@ea m. You should | eave the
to, but he did do it. The woman was being very intelligent and calm. It had
happened; it was a bad thing that happened; she had been frightened, but she
was not going to let this ruin her life. While | wasgl $here, the police told
me they had a suspect, and they did. It was a man who had been released from
prison a day or two earlier, where he'd been because he had raped somebody.
So he just came back and raped somebody else. (laughs)

DePue: Did just finding that out make you angry?

Webb: Oh, by that time | was used to it. It's hard to believe that people can be so
dumb, but I thought, Well, maybe he figured he was living better in prison
than he was out of it. | don't know. | don't know. It's not easyni®to
understand violence in people. |l "' m sor
nonviolent. (laughs) | don't know, when you're involved in something like
that, you're thinking about what happened to the woman more than what he
did.

We've had some murdeiot | remember vividly, the father of a
murdered student. She was raped and murdered. They only got the person who
did it a few years ago, many years after her death. The family had put up a
reward, if they could find out who did this to her. | was onwhramen's
Center phone one day when her father called. He said they were not getting
anyplace with it, and they were going to distribute the reward money.

They wanted to give $5,000 to the Women's Center. | thought that was
amazing. | said to him, "I've lba child too." We talked for about an hour. |
had to get somebody else to answer the phone, but we talked. Of course, |
didn't lose my child under such horrific circumstances. He was a good father
(laughs) and I thought it was wonderful that he was vgltmdo that, because
he knew that we were trying to help victims of sexual violence.
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Did you encounter circumstances where the women would feel guilt about the
experience?

Oh yes, oh yes. | remember another thing. | was on the desk at ther¥8om
Center, not the present one, the previous one. The desk in that case was right
in the living room, so we had a lot of contact with the women who were there.
A woman came to the door and came in, a young woman. It was a warm day,
and she had enough tiing on to get her through an arctic winter. | had had
enough experience by then to say to

| didn't know how to get to her, but she was almost not able to speak. |
finally got her in a separate place and askedfivee icould help her. | did get
her help. | called the Rape Action Committee, and whoever was on duty then
came over. | don't think she ever got over it. | see her from time to time, and |
think she never got her life back. | don't know what her life washiefore
this happened. But that kind of thing can happen, and that's terribly sad,
terribly sad.

Do you have some incidents that you
that person's I|ife in a very positi

Ohyes. My favoriteonevea a woman who cameélet ' s
least one of her children, maybe two with her, from way down in southern
lllinois, south of us. [They] lived in a trailer. Her husband saw to it that all the
windows were covered, and he locked the trailer foutside when he left to

go to work every morning. They had quite a few kids. She had never been
before outside the county where that trailer was located. Somebody told her
about us. | don't recall the circumstances of that, but she came. We were pretty
impressed that she did that. (laughs) He would come up and yell from the
parking lot and everything, but he never did anything else.

At one point, she decided to go back. We were very disappointed.
Well, that didn't last long. She was back in a few daysnTdhe decided
and this is wonderfdl one of her children was in, | think it was Arizona. Now
I'm talking about a woman whose visit to Jackson County was her first travel.
(laughs) She decidédshe had a car with h&érshe was going to take her
daughter and me to Arizona. I'll never forget the morning she left the
parking lot in front of the old Women's Center. We had her provided with so
much food, (laughs) plenty of money to make the trip, to buy gas, to do
everything and maps. We taught her how to read@ m

She left that place, and she got to Tucson, Arizona. For years, | sent
her money at Christmas. She got a job; it was a cleaning person's job, and she
volunteered at a women's center. That's one of my favorite stories. | was so
proud of her; we all wex. We were really proud of her. That's really great.
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One of the women who came to us, with three children, early on, she
was a Caucasian woman. The children were mixed, African American
children, two girls and a boy. She ended up as president of the Méome
Center. | think we were the first Women's Center ever to have a former guest,
which is what we called them in the old days. | don't use the word clients with
them; | use guests, but I'm not a social worker, (laughs) different language.
She did well. know that one of the girls became an engineer. SIU has done a
good job of recruiting women into engineering. That's pretty good stuff.

DePue: Being next to a university, I'm sure, has pluses and minuses. Are a lot of
volunteers from the university?

Webb: Oh yes. It has pluses, let
me tell you; it really does.
Yes, a lot of our
volunteers are from the
university, and that's fine.
Certainly social work
volunteers certainly end
up there a lot. When we
decided, some years ago,
that the children who
stayed withusd this was
in the old hous& needed
to haveexperience with
men who weren't violent, Joyce Webb addresses a gathering at the Southern lllinois
we got male volunteers to University Student Center in Carbondale.
come and play with the children. That was a big leap forward. (laughs) We
had our first male intern over at that house too. He couldn't gangpstahe
bedrooms, but he was great, and he could do all the rest of it. We got over the
watch out for men thing. We just learned to judge whether the man at the door
needed to come in.

DePue: When you say we got over that, are you talking about thelpagmw were
volunteering there, the original group of people, or to get the women beyond
that?

Webb: Well, women can still be concerned. Women who are staying with us can still

be concerned if they see that car outside or that man outside. But they know
they're safe. As long as they're in the center, they're safe. They know we'll call
the police. We have an alarm system that goes directly to the police.

We just succeeded in providing a safe alternative to these women. We
can't make their lives perfect. Wlean' t s ay, A Oh, Il "' m sur e
more troubles in your | ife, 0 because s
trouble all their lives. These aren't, by the way, all young women. They are
primarily youngish women but not all of them. Some of theen ar
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grandmothers. It's pretty tough to see a woman in a position like that, when
she's not young enough to go into the job market; she has no visible means of
support. It's hard; it's hard.

Was there a downside being next to the university, because it a n
environment where there would be rapes, where students would be raped?

Not really. | grew up in a university district, and I've lived in one. Most of my
life [has been] spent around universities.

A recent situatiod it was in the newspapé&qabout] a woman who
didn't get raped, was that she was walking across campus at 3:00 in the
morning and that she heard someone beh
made you think it was safe to walk acr
Not everybody hagood sense. I'm very glad that she managed to run away,
but they don't all. People will do very strange things. They're not aware
enough of how they should take care of themselves.

One of the things | have found, as an elderly widow now, is that |
think twice about going out and doing something in the evening. | think about
where | '"m going to parkKk. | remember th
annual dinner. | had to park a little distance from the library. Another car
pulled in right beside mé.asked where they were going, and they told me. |
said, AMay | walk with you? | don't wa
of the evening, they were right beside me to walk me back to my car. That's
just being sensible.

| never leave an unlockeaurc | never leave an unlocked house,
because I'm alone, and | have to be sensible. But | wish that the parents would
get this though. | wish parents wouldn't do things like getting their daughters
license plates that say DEBBIES18, big mistake, (laughsd good thing to
do. We have to always keep educating people.

You mentioned one time you had this woman come in who was way
overdressed.

Oh yes.

What's your thought about the argument that these women are dressing
provocatively, so theare taunting men to rape them?

Now that's interesting, because that's been on my mind. I'm really tired of
seeing the way women are dressing now. (laughs) I'm revealing my age here,
good and proper.

It sounds like you're pulled in a coupliedifferent directions.
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Webb: Well, I am. | remember years ago, Mark, when miniskirts came into
popularity on campuses. | remember Howard coming Boheetaught for
manyyeaad and he said, AYou're not going t
AWhat ?0
He sai d, dsye umikmioswk itrhtos ? 0
AYes. O
AwWell , a girl in the front row toda

to her, Go sit in the back row." (laughs)

At the same time, an elderly, distinguished professor was here in our
department for a year or so. He and his wiére walking across campus
when a young student in a miniskirt dropped her books and leaned over,
nothing underneath. That's pretty dumb, if you ask me. Do | think it's asking
for i t? Yeah. I 1l ook at pictures of pe

Well, it seems as though sex haken over on television and in all
kinds of ways. | don't think that that should be the center of everything that's
happening. Just people having multiple sex partners, they don't seem to
understand there are health risks there, but there are; theraldreakh risks

there.
DePue: Or emotional risks?
Webb: Physical and emotional, sirmm,

yeah. | think I'm kind of old
fashioned. I think I'm sort of a
prude, but that's okay. It got me anft
awfully nice marriage that lasted ar}
awfully long time. (laughs)

DeRue: Well, here's a question you might |
not have anticipated. Occasionally
there are men who are abused.

Webb: Oh yes, and we have dealt with
some.

. . Joyce talks to attendees at a T-Shirt Rally in
DePue: So the center isn't exclusively the 1980s. Supporters designed and made the

dealing with jUSt abused women? T-shirts to show their support for sexual
* assault victims.

Webb: They can't stay with us, but wart help them find a safe place to stay and
things. Yeah, men do, but it's not frequent; it's not frequent.
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DePue: But I '"m sure it's hard for a man whoos
standpoint.
Webb: Just to say something. Yeah, we know that. I'm alithe women's shelters

in the country know that, that it's hard for men to do it. There are some groups
that have been establisl@edthink there might be one in southern lllindisf

men who can get together and talk about this. But yes, it's a prdilertis

not like the problem with women. It's different.

| wanted to tell you, because | had forgotten to, that early on, when we
were in the first house, we got a call from a young, local minister. He and
another younger minister were trying to helpmen who were victims of
sexual assault. In essence, what he said to the board was, We're men; we need
women to do this. That's when we established what we then called the Rape
Action Committed it's called Rape Services ndwso that women could call
this onenumber, and help was going to be on the way. That was important. |
was very proud of them. | knew both of those young men, who were
ministers, and | thought they were really great guys to do that.

Another group of women, not the Women's Center, estedulis
something call edéWhat was it called? V
But what they did was to collect money so that, if a young woman, for
example after a rape, if she wanted to have an abortion and had no money,

t heydd pass twhthattheverwds sameplacanta calt and get
money.

That group is no longer going, because it's no longer needed. A lot of
people don't seem to realize that there are not so many abortions any more.
(laughs) But that was not connected with the Women'se€eéie couldn't do
that and get funding.

DePue: | know what | wanted to ask you. You mentioned some of your successes that
you were happy to talk about. Any tragedies that really stick with you?

Webb: When you say tragedy, | think immediately, death. lohaware of anyone
that | know. But this is at least a setragic situation. On the desk at the
second center again, a young woman came in the door. | looked at her, and |
thought, | know her. And she looked at me, and she said, "Joyce?" | said,
A Y e s e said,S0o you remember when | came in here with my mother?" |

said, AAnd now it's you.o0 She said, nY
lesson well enough.” (laughs) So it was generational.

Actually, I've had more good things. Like | go to theagry store;
people stildl come up to me and say, n A

Tuesday morning[s], almost thirtyine years now, on the phone. They remind
me of their circumstances and when they were there. So | get more positive
vibes out of thigs than negative.
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Theredve been some negatives. I t al
immensely distraught, recently on the phone. Then something very bad
happened in her family. But you can't prevent everything.

| would think there are frustrations in ttas well. Are there women who have
a personality type, who seem to be drawn to the kind of men who abuse them?

Oh yes, oh yes, again and again. Part of that, | think, may start out when
they're young, in that they have no one to support them. Thegyegnant. So
they'll go along with, you know, whatever they can. Yes, and I've known
women outside of my Women's Center experience, who have been brilliantly
bad choosers of men.

Brilliantly bad.

Brilliantly bad. | ' wnlianthkbadockonsersiteon wh o 6 v e
(laughs) I think a lot of what young people get now has very little to do with

what | understood to be [an] important part about choosing a mate and things

like that.

| believe | told you at one point that Howard and | hachizszewell
acquainted, because we had written to each other, daily for a seventeen month
period and had become acquainted at that level. A lot of that doesn't happen.
Now, girls may have so many connections before they even get up to a
marriage. It's a diffrent world; it's a really different world. The society that |
knew is gone; it's not there.

Does that mean that there's a greater need for a women's center than there
used to be thirty, forty, fifty years ago?

Yes, umhmm, | think it does. Wén we started, God knows the need had
always existed.

By the way, farmers get away with a lot of business. There's nobody
around. We've had farm wives whodve st
one of my mother's sisters was an abused wife. | onlwkhat because my
mother, to my surprise, told me. My mother called my connection with the
Women's Center this way, "Your work," (laughs) which | never thought
sounded very sympathetic to what we do
in your we®)ykP%eg | maglher, | am. o0

How large an area did the Women's Center serve?

Well, we took on the world at first, whoever showed up. Still, to an extent we

do, but at that time, we had no place else to tell women to go. Now, we have a

book full of things. We can give them numbers. We'll get adctiis is not

unusuab a woman calling, Ato see i f you he
are you calling from?0 AChicago. o0 | ' m
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things. We can't get enough money to ses/tha outof-town (laughs) place
for everybody. I f a womanélLet's say sh
off and leaves, and she's not from here. We can take her.

We get a lot of calls from homeless women now, which we did not in
the beginning. Theresia homeless shelter here in town. We can only take a
homeless woman temporarily, if we're not full. But domestic violence is the
priority. A lot of the homeless women don't want to go to the homeless
shelter; it's got rules. (laughs) We have rules toohae a lot of rules. The
women are given a lot of rules when they come in. And it's assumed that
they're going to abide by them. Otherwise it won't work. And we get some for
whom it's very difficult to abide by them.

DePue: Especially early on, how did
you get the word out, so that
people would know that the ‘
center even existed? The peop
who needed the center would
probably be, in some cases, thé
least informed part of the
society.

Webb: Well, we would tell the
newspaper things, and we
would tell theDaily Egyptian
which is the campus newspape
here, and then go out and talk to
groups, church groups and
people like that. There were a _

. . Joyce Webb and Genevieve Houghton share a
lot of people at that blg meetlng moment with a friend at a meeting in upstate lllinois
in '71, who did not end up during the 1980s.
working with us but who wemalkeddouhokr e f or
that meeting, a young woman. We were having to wait by the door, and she
whispered to me, "I've got four kids, and he doesn't know it, but we're not
having any more." (laughs) | thought, Good for you, girl. (laughs) Four is
enough.

Ithinkwhat we hopedéWe were very ideal
going to solve this problem. We're not going to solve this problem, because
new people keep getting born, and societies are not the same from one
generation to the next. No, we're not going to sdteeproblem. We can
ameliorate the problem. We can insist that services need to be available for
these people, and we can be sure our voice is heard.
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Is a lot of the discovery about the center because of churches and police
departments and hospitaed other agencies?

Um-hmm. The hospitals and the law enforcement agencies were delighted;
they really were. Not all of them, not all of the counties. We serve, for the
most part, about seven counties down here now, although we also serve other
peope. But some were very resistant, but they can come around, and they do.

Well, I wanted to kind of finish this portion with what | know you did with
various radio and television stations around the area, and not just you. Amy,
your daughter, helpeaie find this. This is some of the possible times that you
would have appeared. It's not necessarily a specific station or anything like
that, but some of the topics that might have been addressed. | want you to tell
us about going to these radio stationd doing these kinds of things.

(laughs) Well, did I tell you about Genevieve and | going to a town, where we
felt we had to get out of town fast after we were on the radio station? (laughs)

Didn't hear about that.

As we came out of thieroadcast office, where they had been quite chilly to

us, Genevieve said, "Well, we ought to get a cup of coffee." Then she looked
at me, and she said, "We ought to get out of town as fast as we can get." (both
laugh) So we got.

| had an experience myselh a Christian radio station, where a caller
was very nasty to me over the phone. But the host took on the caller, and |
thought that was very nice.

What were the specific topics that you were discussing?

That we provided temporary housing f@omen, and we tried to help them to
improve their situation. | told them about the rape action going out for people.
| told them about what we provide for children. But a lot of people couldn't

get by the prechoice part of the Women's Center, about Whiesas much

more open then. Then | did a radio program for WSIU. Amy says she thinks
they have it. It was syndicated for a while. | did that for a while. | know it was
syndicated because my cousin Jim was driving through Oregon at 3:00 one
morning, and he ai d, Al heard this voice on
you. o0 (l aughs)

All the way in Oregon.
In Oregon, at 3:00 in the morning.
WTWD, what did that stand for?

| don't know what that is.
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DePue: WomenTalking, WomenDoing. Is that it?

Webb: | don't know what that is. These are recérds

DePue: Of various shows that had been done.

Webb: The radio program | was proudesdadnd it was a fifteen minute radio

progran® | got three young women, who were lesbian women. | promised

them | would not use their names; we'd use other names, because this was way
back when. | asked if they would come in and talk with me about dealing with
their families, when they realized their orientation. They did, and it was very
moving, lots of tears. &ughs) | thought, How brave of them. Certainly it was

at that time, to do that, and how difficult. In one case, total estrangement from
the family. That's very sad, you know. Of course, all of that stuff has changed

a great deal, and that's fine with mégure | know who | am, and if they

know who they are, that's fine; that's what we are. (laughs) | don't have any
animus about it, at all.

Letbs seeél | iked doing that | itt
people to show up ontime. lwasreallyve f ree t o make upé
fifteen minute; it might have been thirty. I'm not sure. | was very free to
di scuss anything having to doélt was

Center, and people liked it. That was another way to get the ward out

DePue: I'd like to change gears on you now and turn the subject to the Equal Rights
Amendment and the passage of that. This was a, let's call it a battle, that went
on for ten years. It startéd

Webb: It was the second battle. There was
DePue: That resulted, as we talked before, aboud the

Webb: Votes for women.

DePue: Yeah. The battle for the Equal Rights Amendment passage started in 1972,

when it passed Congress. It passed Congress with an overwhelming majority
in both the House and ti8enate. Then, obviously, because of the

requirements to the U.S. Constitution, has to go out to the states and be
ratified by, I think it's three fourths of states; thidight states have to ratify

it. Within a year or two, there were at least thirtyd & was increasing.

Eventually there were thirtfive states that ratified it, within the first two or

three years of its being out there. One of the states that didn't pass it, early on,
was lllinois. And one of the states that became a battlegrougdudsiow

better thand

Webb: Oh yes.
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DePue: éwas Il 1l inois. One of the reasons for

movement to oppose it, and that was led by Phyllis Schlafly from Alton,
lllinois, who started

Webb: Eagle Forunt?

DePue: Eagle Forumad the STOP ERA movement. I'm sorry for taking some time to
just kind of lay the groundwork on this.

Webb: No, that's all right.

DePue: One of the challenges that Illinois had was that, in 1970, the state had passed a
new State Constitution. And one of thvisions of the State Constitutidn
you're nodding your head, because you know this oh to@ wiedit it took
threefifths majority in the lllinois Legislature to adopt a new amendment to
the Constitution. And that was applied, not just to the State @diwst, but

to the U.S. Constitution as wel | . So,

Webb: But the new State Constitution had an equal rights provision in it. | have never
been able to understand how anyone could be against equal rights. (laughs)
I'm anAmerican; | was born here; my parents were born here, not that that
matters. Why wouldn't | have equal rights under the laws of my country? I'm
expected to live by the laws of my country, equally, as men are. But why on
earth could anyone try to prevenisth

Then | come to the reason why. If you tell a lot of people that the only
people who want this are pohoice people, who want millions of abortions,
you can get them. And that happened. (laughs) You can get them. That was
the major tripup in this stée. And the head of Eagle Forum [Phyllis Schlafly]
is a resident of this state.

DePue: Let me readéYou're aware that | 've i
Webb: Yes, | am.
DePue: | found a passage that kind of crystallizes her opposition to the ERA'tI d
want to misspeak on her behalf, so | found a quote here.
Webb: Okay.
DePue: "There are no gender specific words in the Constitution. All the words in the

Constitution are sex neutral, like citizen, resident, person, senator, president,
we the peopleThey are all sex neutral words. What ERA would do would be

24 Eagle Forunis a conservative interest group in the United States, founded by Phyllis Schlafly in 1972 and is
the parent organization that also includesihgle Forum Education and Ledefense Funénd theEagle

Forum PAC The Eagle Forum has been primarily focused on social issues; it describes itseffasifyrand
reports membership of 80,000.
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to make all laws under the Constitution sex neutral. Well, the Constitution
already was, so it really was a fraud."

Very interesting. (laughs)
Now, she obviously had a lot more to sdout the ERA.
A lot more, uhhuh.

But that was at the beginning of her discussion about it and what she basically
said was, it wasn't necessary.

Well, that sounds wonderful, but the problem is that it was necessary.
Why?

Well, let me give you an example. In the state of Georgia, until very recent
years, a woman could not handle her own money, a woman like me. | am a
widow. | have income from my husband's retirement and other sources. The
state of Georgia had laws that regdithat a male had to be in charge of that
money. Now let's see, she didn't have a son. Would she have a nephew,
brother irnlaw, somebody, but not her? Well, that's not equal. But what that is
talking about is t arigkts @nd that gets into this dissis. In other

words, Georgia was saying, well, we have the right to do that. We make our
own laws in Georgia. I'm not singling out Georgia just because they were the
only ones who had unfair practices towards women, but because | always
thought that was aoticeable one. (laughs)

Can you think of any for the State of Illinois at that time?
| wasn't awareélLt's see.

| would think if you had a law like that and you also had this new provision in
the 1970 constitutiah

Yeah, | thoughtve were free and fine. On the other hand, I'll tell you
something that was unequal. I've lived in this county for-fitg years, and |
can't get on a jury. [Do you] know why? Because when | have been called,
twice, I've been dismissed by defense colinseediately with this question,
"Are you connected with the Women

S

Ce

Women's Center.o Off the Ilist. (|l aughs

What would be the rationale for taking you off the list?

Their client was involved with sometig, involved with a woman, and here's
this dangerous Women'

So that you would have a bias against their client.
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Webb: | would have a bias, whmm, umhmm. So | never did get to serve on a jury.
My husband did once, but | guess they didn't know he was married to this
awful woman, who was connected to the Women's Center. (laughs)

DePue: Well, here is another one of the main issues that was always advanced by the
STOP ERA force$® That was the issuef being drafted into the military and
serving in combat. Your reaction to that particular part of the argument?

Webb: Well, I thought that people could be drafted. | wasn't sure about the combat
part, because women, on the whole, are physically notasystis men.
Women have periods once a month; (laughs) men-daning women. |
thought there were areas in which women could be used that would be
immensely helpful, like the WAAC in World War Il, like the women flyers in
World War 1, who received absdkly no credit for what they did at the time.
But women are different from men, physically different.

DePue: Well, emotionally different?

Webb: Well, that's a good question. Every one of us is a little emotionally different
from every other one, (laughshwvet her t here' s some ki ndé
outlook here and a female outlook here. It's always been a bit fuzzy for me.

DePue: Well, I don't want to get myself in too much trouble, but let's just say that
radical feminists at the time were arguing thatdhly differences between
men and women, besides the physical ones, were those things that were
imposed by the culture and society. Those would be these emotional things
that we're addressing.

Webb: Okay. And | have never been there. | am not a radicahfstnTo me,
feminism has nothing to do with that or whether you shave your legsdr not
that's personal or whether you wear a bra or not. Nobody, by the way, ever
burned any bras, but it's a great story. It was around for years. That's not
feminism to meFeminism to me is a point from which you take off.

DePue: Did you know women who were that strong in their views?
Webb: Oh heavens yes, quite a few.
DePue: And obviously, you know that Mrs. Schlafly used that to her advantage, that

here's these radicalrfenists who insist that there's no difference between men
and women, except what's imposed by society, and that means that we're
going to have women in infantry units in the foxholes with our men.

Webb: Um-hmm, yeah.

25 STOP ERAis the name of Phyllis Schlafly's campaign against the Equal Rights Amen(iEfe%). Schlafly
foundedSTOP ERAafter the proposed amendment was passed by the U.S. Senate and House of
Representatives in 1972.
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DePue: And if we passed ERA, that walibe the inevitable result.
Webb: Well she's very good at what she does. (laughs)
DePue: Don't you think that the way the language was written that would be the

inevitable result, that there would be a lawsuit by a woman, who will be
demanding to serve tbombat units, because that's what the BRA

Webb: Well, they are already serving in combat units; aren't they? And we don't have
an Equal Rights Amendment. 670s.

Webb: Almost.

DePue: That it wasn't necessary.

Webb: But it wouldn't solve the problem of diserinatory state laws, would it?

Because the states have not accepted, apparently, the fact that the Constitution
is the Constitutionélnteresting point.

DePue: Another issue that Mrs. Schlafly used to her advantage was the issue of
homosexuality and lesbiaights, gay and lesbian rights. What are your views
on that particular part of the debate?

Webb: Well, they're human beings, aren't they? (laughs) If they live in this country,
they're probably citizens of this country. | believe that homosexuality s not
choice. | think it's pretty obvious that it's not a choice. By the way, one of
Mrs. Schlafly's sons came out. But he told his mother he would not change his
lifestyle. I've never understood that hatred, because | don't much understand
hatred. | mean pastitler, | don't much understand hatred. (laughs)

DePue: | know she wouldn't characterize it as hatred, that it wasn't necessary to have
rights explicitly assigned to gays and lesbians, that, again, those protections
are already there under the U.S. Cdosbon.

Webb: But they're not, because the states can abrogate those rights. If it says in
Missouri that two males or two females cannot enter into a civil dnion
whatever you wish to calldt that's a state rule. So that's not making them
equal, is it, taa man and a woman who want to enter into a union.

The sacredness of marriage, | think, is really interesting, considering
the divorce rate in this country. | get the feeling sometimes that the people
don't see it as quite as sacred as they pretend. §augh

DePue: It's interesting that these debates didn't go away when ERA did fail. They only
continue.
Webb: No, no, they didn't go away at all. Now, |
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But can't you make the same argument for a man marrying several women?

Well, | can't, but h sure a man who wanted to could. (laughs) Yeah, that's
very interesting, because of the recent convictions in that department. | think
you can make a case for anything, but also that each of us makes decisions
about whether this case works for me. It mayk for that person over there,
but | cannot go with it. That makes us individuals, and that makes us human,
and that makes us argumentative. (laughs)

And the way it works out in this country is that the Supreme Court, the U.S.
Supreme Court, dead what are things that are covered under the
Constitution and the Bill of Rights and other amendments, the 13th and 14th
Amendments, in particular, and what are things that should be left up to the
state to decide.

Well | have, in the last couple géars, gotten into the habit of thinking of that
group as the extreme court, not the Supreme Court. It's poorly constituted, in
terms of reflecting the population of the United States. | was awfully glad
when we finally got a woman on the Supreme CouratTook long enough.

I'm sorry she's gone; she turned out to be a good Justice. Then she retired, of
course. And we have three women on the Supreme Court now, but they're
outnumbered. (laughs)

Do you think that's not fair?

Oh well, it's normh What | think is that the backgrounds of the Supreme
Court members, at presentél believe
Catholic Church. That's a bit unusual, because 60 percent of Americans are
not Catholic. And there are points of view in theiah with which some

might agree and some might not agree.

| think, perhaps, there's only one or none that are Protestant.
You may be right.

I'm wondering about Kennedy; | can't recall what Kennedy is.
So that's not my Supreme Gaylaughs)

Let's take this back to the 1970s.

Yes.

| know you had at least one opportunity to debate a STOP ERA advocate on
TV?

Yes and | wish | could remember it better, because Amy remembers it, my
daughter, but | don't.
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Now Amy and | are going to try to find the actual footage.
| know that you are. (laughs)

So with your collection, maybe we can actually put that up as well. That
would be fun.

That would be fun, yeah. | probably wasn't very good. binartrained

debater. All | can do, in talking about these things, is to be myself, to present
myself. | had decided, when | was very yo@nis church leaving really
changed my lif§ that if there was one thing | was not going to be in my life, |
was not g@ing to be narrowninded. | don't admire narrow minds very much.
(laughs) 1 like people who canéThey
things, but it's nice if they can listen and if we can discuss things on an adult
basis. I think that maybe the choicasdde when | was very, very young

helped me along into this life. That's what Robert Frost's wonderful pidesm,
Road Not Takeris about. (laughs)

So, suffice to say, you don't recall many specifics about this debate that you
had?

No, | don'tand | don't know why. But there were times in my life, there when
| was really going through stuff, and that may be why that I'm not
remembering it. Also, | never had a great memory. And | must say that
memory does not improve with age. (laughs)

| have karned, when | can't think of a word, to try to think around that
word. Usually then I'll get it back, or a name, I'll get it back But | have to free
associate to do it. (laughs.

I'm hoping you'll have a better memory when it comes with my nexdssefi
guestions. Nineteen severggven, the U.S. Congress decided to promote an
event for the National Women's Conference. It was held in Houston, Texas.
You ended up having the opportunity to go to that. | want you to tell me, first
of all, how you endedp being able to go to that, because | think that's a story
in itself.

It wasn't easy. (laughs) There was a major meeting in Springfield, and it
involvedd

Of what group?

All the feminist groups and all of Phyllis Schlafly's supportecs There was

a big argument about who was going to be allowed to go to this meeting.
Much trouble ensued, and the groups ended up deciding that, on the feminist
side, only part of the great big list of people could go. It was going to be cut in
half. It was cut in half alphabetically. Now | was a Cooper when | was young,
but | married a Webb, and | found out what the end of the alphabet means in
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things like that. So some of the people from our Women's Center who were
planning to go were fine. They were ggito be able to be certified, and |
wasn't. So, Howard agreed to help pay the expenses so that | could go,
representing the Women's Center.

DePue: I've got a quick question then. You said that Schlafly's forces were in this
group, as well, so does that amethat some of the delegaies

Webb: No, only our group was divided, because her group was smaller. They were
setting a limit.
DePue: So were there people from lllinois going to this convention that were

representing Schlafly's side of the argument?

Webb: Oh yes, a lot. | did get to go. The meeting was in a huge public building in
Houston. | 6d never been to Houston bef
daughter living in that area for many years.

| remember the first day, walking into the buildinigete were
policemen, Houston policemen, lining both sides. They were calling those of
us who were on the wrong side, obviodslyecause the others were wearing
tagsand thingsbi t c he s . Hey, bitch, are you go
around people who aad like that before. (laughs) It was something.

DePue: | assume you weren't laughing about it at the time. Did you get angry about it?

Webb: Oh, I don't get angry easily. | just looked at them. Really, what can you do, get
yourself arrested? (laughs) | jugent in. | didn't pay any attention, | didn't
think much of them. Oh, the name of th
from the Dakotas? Tom Brokaw.

DePue: Tom Brokaw.

Webb: Tom Brokaw was reporting there, | r eme
thought,My gosh, I'm taller than he is. (laughs) He was very good though.

What it ended up being was a match between the radical feminists,
who were there and loud and the radical-feminists, who were there and
loud. So it was a losing proposition. But theshielling thing for me was
going to dinner one nightatl think it was the Spaghetti Warehouse
(laughsp wi t h t hree women | had met there.
shall tell after this. Two of them were Rosebud Sioux women from the
Rosebud ReservatioLet's see, in '77, | was in my fifties. The reason |
remember this is the conversation and the fact that that was my thirtieth
wedding anniversary, the only one | ever spent away from my husband, bless
his heart. (laughs) So | certainly remember th&e.da
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But in talking to these women, they asked where | was from. Howard

always said to meél've |ived here most
al ways say you're from Seattle. o0 And |
don't |live tkekdréhatSoahdméheiyoboth sai
Tulalip.o I knew what they meant, righ
Tulalip?

No idea.

T-u-l-al-i-p.

Just like it sounds.

A reservation north of Seattle, where there was one of thdgn schools

where the children were taken away from their parents, taken to other parts of

the country, until they couldn't use their language. Both those women had

been sent to that school . | said to toh
weusel to go up there to swim on the bea
(laughs) It was quite an experience.

Let's see, what was the other one | was going to tell you? Oh, the other
experience, there were meetings all the time. One meeting, it said, was about
how to start a women's center. | thought, Oh well, I know something about
that. | went to this meeting. There were a lot of people there. Just after | sat
down, a very tall woman, over six feet tall, African American woman, big
woman, came and sat down nexime. We spoke to each other. We were
talking, telling each other where we were from.

So these young women were up in front, telling everybody how to start
a women's center. Well there's nothing to it. First, you have to be a social
worker. It will costyou about $1 million to get started. This is in 1977. None
of them knew a dang thing about starti

said they wanted the audience toéel' m t
woman next to me saidrtimDeayouwmglPadv e hs a
bi g woman. | said, AYes. O

She picked me up, held me up, and then boomed out, "This woman has
something to tell you." (both laugh) It was a wonderful experience. And | did.
| told them that we started a women's center. We were éhmframateurs.
Ouir first year's budget was $4,000 that we had operated for some years
without a single paid employee, all on
started. 0 So, wasn't that nice, to get

Did you have people ooe up to you afterwards?

Oh yes, lots of them, lots of them. | found that most of the people at the big
meetings | would go to, whether it was
were once at a meeting near Springfield, where we were told we hadtalg
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listen to a twentyfour year old California woman tell us about getting along

with African American people. |looked at Genevieve, and | said, "l don't

think we need this."” (laughs) We went for a walk, and we got bawled out. We

sai d, i Wet hdaotn." tAmde ewdhat di d she know a

DePue: Did you know much about the counimsnference that was going on, because
Schlafly decided, on their own dime, to bring STOP ERA forces to town, and
had, | think, several thousand there as well in Hoysibthe same time.

Webb: Oh yes, oh they were there. Oh it was a very vocal situation; believe me. Then
the lesbian groups were there and very organized. Everybody was yelling at
everybody. On the other hand, | saw one of Schlafly's lieutenants febding t
baby of one of our people. They were getting along fine, as individuals. The
mother had to go to a meeting, and she was holding the baby and feeding it.
(laughs)

DePue: One of the points that Schlafly especially likes to make is that this National
Confeaence for Women was federally funded. Her group had not one dime
from the Federal Government.

Webb: | didn't know the National Conference for Women was federally funded, but |
guess it was, huh? It's okay with me; | pay taxes. (laughs) | even believe in
paying taxes, although | think it's not fair that Warren Buffett's tax bill is
lower than mine on a percentage basis. He thinks it's not fair too, bless his

heart.
DePue: Well that's very much in the contemporary discussion right now.
Webb: Yes. (laughs)
DeRue: Obviously, one of the decisions made is that the country needs to pass the

Equal Rights Amendment. | would think one of the things that came out of
there was supporting an extension to the seven year limit to pass the ERA,
which would move it up to 128 | believe.

Webb: It didn't help, did it? (laughs)

DePue: No. Well that's coming a little bit later here. You mentioned that it really
ended up being a fight between the radical feminists and Schlafly's forces.

Webb: What | would call the radical nefeminists. | don't know how to use that
term. (laughs) I'm not trying to invent a new term. Yeabh, it ended up just as a
fight.

DePue: Were you disappointed that it ended up being that way?

Webb: | wasn't surprised. Yes, | was disappointed.
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DePue: What was tkb agenda of the radical feminists?

Webb: Rights for homosexuals was major and-phomice and all that kind of stuff.
Then, from the other side, you're gettiRge v. Wadand that homosexuality
is a sin?® | thought, Oh, what else is new?

DePue: You say younveren't surprised. You didn't use the word disappointed. Did you
think that hurt the cause of getting ERA passed?

Webb: | knew it did; | knew it did. The assumption that everybody is well informed
about things is a false assumption. (laughs) | don't ttirig so I'm not
terribly surprised when things happen that | don't care for.

| was reading a column in the local paper not long ago, written by Ann
Coulter, who hates, she says, people like me, terrible, communist libefdl me?
(laughs) All these year$ve been hearing about how some people have the
right to tell me about family values. | had a family; we had values. And when
itds someone whoodos been married three
anything about family values. (laughs) | don't Iskeep over these things. |
don't expect the world to be perfect, never did. | expect you will have to just
go on working for what you believe in.

DePue: At the end of that meeting, walking away, did you feel more or less confident
about ERA ever gettingptbe passed?

Webb: Less.

DePue: Less? There were three president's wives there at the conference. There was
every prominent woman in the United States at that conference.

Webb: | know.
DePue: Why were you less optimistic?
Webb: Because | knew that thesel@vioices were going to prevail; these way out

different opinions were going to prevail.
DePue: That that would dominate the debate from then on?

Webb: Yeah, and the American electorate is not very good with dealing with their
elected people. I'll go badk one of the things I like least about American

26 Roe v Wade waa landmark decision, issued in 1973 by the United States Supreme Court, on the issue of the
constitutionaliy of laws that criminalized or restricted access to abortibne.Court ruled i72 that a right to
privacyunder theDue Process Clause of the4mendmenextended to a woman's decision to have an

abortion, but that this right must be balanced agéresstate's interests in regulating abortigmetecting

women's health and protecting the potentiality of human life.

27 Ann Hart Coulteris an American conservative social and political commentator, writer, syndicated columnist
and lawyer who frequentlgppears on television, radio, and as a speaker at public and private events.
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government. Whoever invented the tywar term for representatives was

crazy. All they do is run for office for two years, because they've got to to get
reelected. That doesn't make sense to me. But wexee been able to get rid

of it, so we could have a representative who had time to do something for his
constituents. With a fatal flaw like tieat (laughs)

DePue: Well, not trying to justify one way or another what our Founding Fathers did,
the reason thelyad some run for six years and some run for two years is,
some of the Founding Fathers were suspicious of the dangers of a peer
democracy.

Webb: Well they were quite right. (laughs) The Founding Fathers couldn't have
imagined this. Franklin and JeffersamdaWashington were all Deists and a
Deist is described as someone who ascribeatiare deity. In other word$

DePue: Well, they believed in the Supreme Being, but they don't believe the Supreme
Being was operatirdy

Webb: Or was a man.

DePue: é was ong i thawoild at that time.

Webb: Yeah. But that nature was what was important. (laughs) When you think how

small the country was at that time, it's amazing they did what they did; it is
just amazing. I'm always, always very proud of them, just likeakuays
proud of Lincoln. (laughs)

DePue: Well, probably neither you nor | expected to be talking about the Founding
Fathers when we started.

Webb: Probably not. But, remember Abigail Adams, who said to her husband,
"Please remember the ladies.” (both Igugh didn't quite get through on it.
DePue: Let s get wus back up in the | ate 670s.
Webb: All right. (laughs)
DePue: After that time, were you going to Springfield to participate in some of the

protests and some of the events?

Webb: Yes.

DePue: Do you remerher any of those?

Webb: | remember the one where | got called a nasty name. Did | tell you about that
one?

DePue: No, | don't think so.
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Webb: | was coming down, | think it's a spiral staircase, isn't it, in the Capitol?
DePue: Yes.
Webb: | was coming dowrhere, and a nice looking little boy called me a Humm

old bitch. I thought, What is the matter with this child? (laughs) | thought, If
you have good Christian parents, they're not teaching you how to talk to older
ladies. (laughs)

DePue: What letter didhat word start with?

Webb: F, umhmm. That's not a word | use myself. (laughs) But language has
changed in this country, very much.

DePue: What did you think about the tactics that of some of theERRé forces were
using at the time?

Webb: | thought sore of them were unwise. | thought they should be trying to appeal
to a wider audience. | didn't express that very much with people, because
some people, | know, found me too conservative on things. | don't feel very
conservative about much of anything. ¢éas) I'm just not a flamethrower,
and | don't think you get anyplace throwing flames.

DePue: That those kinds of tactics sometimes were counterproductive?
Webb: Yes.
DePue: Do you recall some of the tactics that were used by the opposite side, things

like, I think in one yead

Webb: Well, being called a baby killer is a little unpleasant. | never killed any babies
myself (laughs), but the fact that | think that people should have the right to
make that decision themselves makes me to some people a baby Kill

DePue: Did you understand thatiorale behind the argument that the-fife forces
had?
Webb: Yeah. It's a human being, and it's a creation of God, and it's murder.
DePue: How did you reconcile your views with those views?
Webb: I'm not telling anyor else what to do with their lives. That's a decision they
have to make. I can wel | i magine a won

pregnand and that happedsmight not want to have a nine month pregnancy
and have that person's child.

DePue: Was your dealing wi the Women's Center and because you were dealing
with rape victims a big part of that rationale?
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Webb: | think | felt that way before there was a Women's Center. It wasn't something
| thought about a lot, because we weren't thinking a lot about thogs thi
then.
DePue: How about some of the things | ikeél kn

the STOP ERA forces showed up with loaves of bread, or they would bake
cakes, or they would dress up as nice looking housewives and things like that.

Webb: (laughs)Well, I'm a nice looking housewife, (DePue laughs) and | know how
to bake bread. Never impressed me. (laughs)

DePue: The final year, 1982, it especially got lively in Springfield at the time.
Webb: Yeah.
DePue: | think there were not just people from Spyfield and not just people from

lllinois, but forces from across the country, especially theER@ forces
were showing up from across the country. Were you there in '827?

Webb: Yeah. | can't remember the exact circumstances, but we went back and forth
quite a bit there for a while. (laughs)

DePue: Put a lot of miles on that year?

Webb: Oh yes, oh yes. | know that drive well.

DePue: One of the things was a hunger stri ke,
is one namé?®

Webb: Oh | remember that, vaguelyey.

DePue: Thirty-seven day hunger strike.

Webb: Well, I couldn't do it, but also | wouldn't do it. | don't think it's healthy.
(laughs)

DePue: Do you think that helped the cause?

Webb: Their cause?

DePue: Yeah their cause; it would have been your causpass ERA.

Webb: No, | don't think it helps. | think it's just seen as an extremity. People don't

like extremes too well.

28 Sonia Johnson of Sterling, VA was one of seven women, who, in 1982, went on a hunger strike to force
passage of the Equal Right Amendment in lllinois.
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DePue: Another one, the women went to George Ryan's birthday party that year and
George Ryan, | think he was Speaker of the Houigaatime and a strong
opponent to passage of ERA.

Webb: | wasn't there for that one, but | kind of wish | was. (both laugh)

DePue: In retrospect, now that you know that George Ryan is sitting in ptfson.

Webb: Yeah, yeah. Oh yes, that's true, one of sead 1T IT'inois Governot
unhappy fate.

DePue: He's not unique in that respect.

Webb: That floors me; that floors me. How did | end up in a state, which now has

four governors?
DePue: Four governors. Oneds heading to priso

Webb: One headingandtw have been, and oneds stil]l i
Government is hard to understand. And this is a funny state, because
government is centered in Chicago and not in Springfield.

DePue: And lllinois, unfortunately, has rightfully earned the repiotaas being one
of the most corrupt political states in the country.

Webb: Yes, isn't that great? I'm not a corrupt person; you're not a corrupt person, and
we don't like that stuff. | think that we have some elected representatives who
are first rate, ad I'm sure we have some who are not. (laughs) It's hard to

understand.
DePue: Well, in my job, it makes for some interesting interviews. (laughs)
Webb: Oh, I'll bet it does; I'll bet it does.
DePue: One of the more extreme things that the proponents 8f @& is a group of

them chained themselves to the railing, | believe, in the Capitol Building.
Webb: (laughs) Yeah. Well, that will get you a newspaper story.

DePue: | would imagin@® | don't want to put words in your mouth héra your
position that youa&w that as very counterproductive?

Webb: | didn't see it as productive, yeah. Okay, people have done that before. |
couldn't figure out a way to get through all this violent opposition to it. | knew

22 Former lllinois Gaerna George Ryanmvasconvictedand sentenced to six and a hadfirsin prison on
eighteen felony corruption charges that involved the illegal sale of government licenses, contracts and leases by
state employees during his prior service as secretary of state.

97



Joyce Webb Interview # ISEA-L-2011-036.01

how I felt, but I didn't know that | could sell it to amgydy else who didn't feel
the same way.

DePue: What would you had preferred, in terms of the strategy for trying to
convinceéeYou're focusing on a few | egi
views.

Webb: | would have tried to explain to them how I feltaasitizen and that | was

more interestedl and | am, still. My gosh, those windows are dirty. (laughs)
Excuse m@ that the federal Constitution is more important to me than states
rights kinds of things, that | think it has to come first. That's why | felt we
needed an Equal Rights Amendment, because we've got now, fifty states.

| would hate to see a compendium of all the state laws that affect
women, in one book. | doubt that you could get them in one book. But they're
probably ther e, omeadohek thatshduid bavepbeemb a bl y
thrown out or probably wouldn't make it through a court today. But the federal
Constitution is kind of sacred to me. | know that Phyllis says that covers
everything, but it didn't; it didn't. | think anyone can look aadys, @A Yeah but
it didn'"t work that way. o

DePue: The bill that year never even made it out of committee.

Webb: Right.

DePue: Which must have been a crushing blow to the proponents.

Webb: | think we were just worn out with it by then. We were going to go tbou

business and to keep being feminists and to keep our Women's Center going.
But trying to win points with politicians isn't easy. (laughs)

DePue: Well, in the final act of the whole opera, the tragic opera, if you will, of ERA
and the fight in lllincs at least, was women of pERA went into the
[lllinois] Capitol Building. They took their bottles of pig's blood and spray
painted on the marble floors outside of the senate chamber.

Webb: Disgusting, just disgusting. There had been a lot of thingsifast few
decades, big things we've had to think about. For example, | am glad that the
laws and things changed enough so that my husband and | were able to make
out our final wishes statements, because | used my husband's final wishes as
he was dying. dughs) Years before that, nobody would have listened to me if

| sai d, ANo, this iIs enough. Don'"t do
The papers are in your office. 0

DePue: End of life care.

Webb: End of life care. That was between Howard and mev Klie between me and
my daughter, whob6és my health care what
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kind of thing couldn't have happened e
there have been good changes. But there are never enough good changes; we

can always gebetter. (laughs) Heck, we could stop going to war so many

places; that would be a good change.

DePue: That ended one chapter of your life, but you still are very much involved with
the Women's Center here.

Webb: Oh yes.

DePue: We 6ve al r eadWomdn'sSeniersaslength, andhlen sure your
discussions of it straddled both 82 and post82. How many years, again,
did you say you were president?

Webb: Well, eight years | was president, and | did two partial terms when people left
too or eightérms | think it was a couple years in a tedna long time. It
was interesting.

DePue: | would think that this kept
you very busy, this and having
a family and volunteering in
the hospital, as well.

Webb: Well there's time for stuff like
that. | also had aice home
situation to be in. | had suppo
from my husband for things |
wanted to do. | didn't let what
| wanted to do mess up what
he wanted to do. (laughs)

DePue: Well, let's turn to Howard's
side of business.

Webb: AIIright Joyce Webb with a staff mel
’ ' office.
DePue: What was going on inloward's life, especially the last twenty or thirty years
of his life?
Webb: Well, Howard was extremely happy in his career. He had gotten a PhD from

the University of lowa in 1953, in American Studies. His main field was
American literature, and his maimerests were [Herman] Melville and Mark
Twain. He worked hard in the English Department when we came here. That
was his second job, three years after he got his PhD. And he became director
of graduate studies. Then, when the then chairman at the tohdsder,

died, Howard became chairman of the department. He was good at what he
did. He was a well prepared academic.
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There was a wonderful letter sent to the alumni magazine after he died.
| didn't know who wrote it, at the time. It was a short lesggring that the
story should have been headlined, "Extraordinary Teacher Dies." It was
Howard she was talking about. She was not an English major, and she had
taken every course he ever taught. This note came from a little town in New
Hampshire. | wrote aote to the person and the little town in New Hampshire,
with a note to the postmaster on the f
an address. o0 And he did. She turned ou
member here. | had known him.

When Howard went into a class, he was totally prepared, and by the
way, he didn't let me come and see him teach for a long time. Then he was
teaching a St. Louis woman, autBorknew I'd forget her name if | tried to
bring it up At any rate, he knew | really liked hikooks, and he said,

"Would you like to come to class today?" | was floored.

| went and found that the class was judging this 19th century woman
as a posinid-20thcentury woman. 1 finally couldn't stand it anymore, (both
laugh) and | said, "Excuse me?hdHoward said, "Did you want to say
something?" And | said, fAiYes. o0 | sa
contemporary standards? She didn't
woman whose life was ruined by the way women were treated. It was an
interesting discussion, and Howard was pleased that | had spoken up. (laughs)

i d,
| i v

DePue: Had you confirmed everything youdd alr
teaching?

Webb: People told me all the time about it. Then he became the vice president for
academia@ffairs of the system. He enjoyed that job. It had to do with dealing
with the lllinois Board of Higher Education about programs.

DePue: Now he's gotten into the political side of academics.

Webb: Well, but that's the nonpolitical vice presidency. Yeamedoard members
were interested in him becoming the president. He was not interested, because
that' séWhat are you doing? You're goin
politicians and stuff. It was th&ork that he liked. That was a good
experience for him.

Then, in 1990, he came home from the campus. We had moved over
here, so he could walk to his office very nicely, and since Howard was not an
exerciser, that was a good thing. (laughs) He said to me, "I've accomplished
everything | wanted to accomplishbélieve I'll retire.” So he did.

DePue: That came as a surprise to you?
Webb: Well, | hadn't been thinking of it as being right ahead of me. | knew he was

going to; he was sixtfive.
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DePue: Well, he kind of popped the question of marriage to you in grisurg way
too, didn't he?

Webb: He was a surprising man in |l ots of way
dullard? (both laugh) One of the things | always liked about him best was,
when Howard met a woman that he really liked, he would come home and tell
me, Al'"ve met a woman | want you to mee
gualities that | would like in a woman too. He was always right; | always liked
the women he introduced me to. So that was nice.

Then we had thirteen years of retirement, almost. It waslesdul.
People ask me why | don't do more foreign travel. The truth is, | enjoyed it
with Howard, and | don't think | would enjoy it without him. (laughs)

DePue: Does that mean, after he retired, you did do some foreign travel?
Webb: Oh yes, yes we did. d¥ward would do things. He said to me one day, "Oh by
the way, we're taking a cruise." AOh
DePue: Another surprise.
Webb: AWhere are we going?0 AThe Baltic, 0 he
AWe' re gbhiosg Ttoualklrits around. We're ¢

was a great trip. We had a good time, except Howard was not a crowds man,
so dealing with the ship was the hard part for him. (laughs) But it was a great
trip; it was wonderful.

We had first goneat England, in the spring of 1971. That too, he just
announced, "We've got to do something different.” This was shortly after
Howi e died. We went to England, and th
always said, "With thirtysix mothers," (both laugh) allémneighbors, all their
friends. | think Amy was eighteen, nineteen.

DePue: She probably figured she didn't need any mothers.

Webb: They did not want someone to come in with them. So that's the way it was.
We went and stayed with an English writer friemdjting him. We were up at
his house in a tiny village, and he said, "You're going into London." We said,
AWe are?0 He said, AYou're going i1 néTh
want you to go to.o0o He had tdthe ti ckets
things to get into the bookstore.

We went, and when we got there we found out why we went and why
we were there. He had come over here and taught, repeatedly, Kenneth
Hopkins had. At one point, Lord and Lady Snow were here, and we met them.
We usedo have all kinds of major names here, in the good old days. We went
into the bookstore, and there was a receiving line there. Whoever was
introducing people said, ADr. and Mr s.
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Snow. 0 Lord Snow s aysndale” Imaginaetbav, we me't
happening? (laughs) What a moment. So | live in a little backwater town,
right? So, yeah, we had some good travel.

The lllinois State Museum had a woman narastie[?]d I've
forgotten her last name. Amy would know it, because shk&egiahere tod
who did the most wonderful trips. The last trip we had together was when we
were in Montreal. We were doing Ottawa and Montreal. Montreal has the
most wonderful museums. It being Estie's trip, we were staying at the Ritz
Carlton. You might asvell travel nicely.

Our granddaughter, Amy's daughter, was in Vermont. She was
pregnant with her second child, in law school. We got a phone call at the
hotel. It was Cameron, my oldest great granddaughter, who was then a little
over two and a half. | $tremember what she said, "Nana, | got a budder."
(both laugh) So, instead of going back to lllinois with the rest of the group, we
rented a car and drove to Vermont and got to meet lan. That was nice.

DePue: Well it sounds like you and Howard both venyich enjoyed being
grandparents?
Webb: Oh yes. I f hedd known about the twins

have been beside himself. | don't believe I've mentioned this, but two years
ago, my then fiftyone yeaiold daughter, then married twentine years,

al most, became pregnant for the first
couldn't.

DePue: Which daughter is this?

Webb: Sarah, Amy's younger sister. | called her on her birthday, and she said, "Mom,
are you sitting dofwwel"l ,| Is'ava, gdtWeddod
bad news. 0 | said, ABad news first. o E
can handle that. AWhat's the good news
can't be. o0 AWell, 0 she said, gil am. o |
di fferent. o0 (laughs) I n a week, she ca

twins."

She had boy and girl twins, and she managed to get within eight weeks
of the delivery timeéewell, four weeks,
unusual in an olker woman. She was really determined. She had to go to bed
for a long time and everything. A fifftgne yeatold woman is a real risk to a
gynecologist. She had a wonderful doctor. She had the boy and the girl. | went
down a month later, because the littie lgad to stay in the neonatal for a
while. She weighed two pounds, twelve ounces when she was born. | said, I'll
come when she gets out, so I can be of

When | got there, I held her the first time in my left hand, in the palm
of my hand. She was smnall, | couldn't believe she was real. But she's active
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and busy. Oh my goodness, are they active and busy. They came up the next
year and celebrated the twins first birthday and their thirtieth wedding
anniversary. (both laugh) And they'll be retirimga few years.

DePue: Well, only in one respect.
Webb: Yes, only in one respect. If | make it to when the children are eighteen, I'll be
100. I'm the only living grandparent, so I'm trying to workout for four.
(laughs)
DePue: Well you seem to be doing vewell now.
Webb: I'm working on it.
DePue: You've got a great chance to make 100, | think.
Webb: Mot her made it to over 100, but she di

working. We'll hope that that remains. I'd like to stay in this house, because
evely time | look out those windows it delights me. (laughs)

DePue: You just noticed they were dirty though.

Webb: They're filthy. (laughs) It's been a hard year.

DePue: Well, that's okay.

Webb: They are cleanable.

DePue: 't |l ooks | i ke igstthetldstdew years, but yMehade beem ot | u

recognized for all of your volunteer work, as well. I'm holding a plaque, or
what would you call this?

Webb: Well, I guess it's a plaque. That was nice, because Howard came with me for
that.

DePue: Outstanding Vidin Service Volunteer, Joyce Webb, April 21, 1998. This is
presented by Attorney General Jim Ryan.

Webb: And there's the picture, yeah.

DePue: Was that a surprise?

Webb: Well, the woman who was acting as director of the center at the time, Mary

Kay Bachmanhad nominated me, but I didn't know about it. (laughs) So yes,

it was a lovely surprise, and | was very pleased. There were people from all

over the state there for different things. A lot of them came up and spoke to

me afterwards; that was nice. Andthaone6s [ i ndicating anc
the Women's Center. What's that curvy one? | forget what that one is.
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DePue: Alllinois Coalition against Domestic V
presented to Joyce Webb, January 20, 1

Webb: Yeah. That was aftehat one; that was nice.

DePue: | saw a DVD that you had given us that had a series of women who had been
very influential in establishing the Women's Center. You were at the end of
that. Was that some kind of a recognition for you, as well? Is that,ggerha
this? | think that was 1999.

Webb: | don't know; it might have been, January 20, 1999.

DePue: You got on TV the next year, in 2000, as an Unsung Hero.

Webb: Yeah, that's a local thing. (laughs) That was very nice of them.

DePue: But still, it's got tofeel great to be recognized, to be affirmed for your life's

work, in that respect.

Webb: It's nice. | think people don't understand that I've gotten a lot more from it than
it's gotten from me, that to have a life you can enjoy is very important.
Howard hal it, and | had it, and we had it together. So that was really neat,

really neat.
DePue: Anot her one here, 2002, AJoyce Webb, t
Webb: They give it annually to a volunteer.
DePue: And it's named after you?
Webb: Yeah, isn't tht nice? (laughs)
DePue: That's kind of cool.
Webb: It's kind of cool.
DePue: Not many of us can say that.
Webb: Kind of cool. Yeah, that really thrilled me. We have long volunteer trainings,

which are required by the state group. I'm one of the firskspgaand |
speak about the history of the center. | point out to them that I'm living
history. (laughs) It's kind of fun.

Also, | find, it's really interesting when people find out how old | am,
the women down there, they kind of don't believe it, bexdean talk and
walk around. (laughs) One of the questions | get asked is, "How did you get
that old?" | said, "Well, I'm not dead yet. That's how I got that old." And |
don't plan to be for a while. (laughs)
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That is kind of a peculiar question.

It is a very peculiar question. Well, there are all kinds of peculiar questions in
this world.

Hopefully, I'm going to end with not so peculiar questions.
All right. (laughs)

The first one might surprise you.

What?

Bemuse wedre going back toéThis was
of the very first women's centers in the entire country.

Oh yes.
You guys were pioneers at that time.
We know it. (laughs)

Also the involvement with the ERA maement and all. The last couple
elections, especially this last election in 2010, women have been involved in
politics. And their involvement has been growing over the last couple
decades. But it's just recently that there are a lot of powerful women
canddates who are also definitely conservatives, as well.

Yes.
What are your views, in terms of that particular trend that's going on now?

It was bound to happen; it was bound to happen. There are strong women on
both sides, politically. I'e read a little bit about some of the women whose
point of view is very different from mine. Some of them are a little wonky on
how they know the Constitution or where Paul Revere was going when he
rode his horse. (laughs) | was born on the anniversahaofide, as you may
recall, although | didn't know him. (laughs)

You're not quite that old.

Not quite that old. It was bound to happen, and | think it's amazing that we
have an apparently very capable German head of state, who is a Woman.
We've had some in Asia. That's fine; that's fine.

Well, Margaret Thatcher.

30 Angela Merkelbecameahe Chancellor of Germarig 2005, the first woman to hold the post.
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Webb: Margaret Thatcher.
DePue: Golda Meir.
Webb: Absolutely. And she was an American by the way, by birth. More power to

them. | know, as we all do, | know how | will voteydal presume | know how
they will vote. But it's incumbent upon me to do that. | would never miss an
election. And by the way, some of these elections have pitiful turnouts. |
would never miss an election. | don't care if it's for a dog caichkhough

we don't actually elect a dog catcBefm going to be there, and I'm going to
vote, because | feel very strongly that being given the right to vote is being
given the responsibility to vote. | cannot separate those two out. Howard was
the same way, so thaiaw good.

DePue: Looking back, I think you would say you've had a long life.
Webb: Yeséeéso far.
DePue: What would be the accomplishments for

take away the obvious one; everybody always says the kids. So, other than the
children and the great marriage that you had.

Webb: Oh, other than the children and the great marriage, okay. Oh gosh. Well, |
think, probably, the best thing is that | have been able to continue to work for
the Women's Center, so that people know I'm condegith it; that's nice.
|l 6ve spent a |l ot of years, and | think
this | ast week. Al have this futon bed
think the Women's Center coul dhotake it
need things all the time. o Then we get
somebody pick it up. It's important.

| had an extremely conservative neighbor, right behinddhehe's no
longer livingd who told me one day that she bought new towelsyeyesar. |
said, AThat's wonder ful, Mary. Woul d vy
out to the Women's Center?06 | would t a
year for her, because she wasn't going to go near that place. (laughs) To be
able to be a contuing help to something you really believe in, now that's
nice; that's nice.

DePue: Well, there's a flipside to that. Are there any significant, serious
disappointments you've had in your life?

Webb: Hmm. | think the most disappointing thing in my life what we were not a
close family that | grew up in.

DePue: You're talking about your relationship with your mother?
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Webb: My family, my mother and my brother primarily. When people talk about
these close relationships, | didn't have that. But | know hatvrhaybe there
was a good side to that. It sent me looking for it, and | found it.

DePue: Did that make you much more determined to have that healthy relationship for
your family?
Webb: Oh absolutely. Oh yes, oh yes, it really did. Then, the five yearsarein

lowa City, near my grandmother, my maternal grandmother, was wonderful,
because she was the mother | always wanted. (laughs) She was wonderful.

The last night we stayed there, we were leaving to go to Howard's first
teaching job in Missouri, ande had to get out of our barracks. So | called
Grandma and said, "Can we come and stay with you tonight?" Amy was eight
weeks old. We got there, and we had a bassinet we put in the front parlor,
where Grandma never sat. Howard pulled a chair up by thinbks her,
and Grandma sat there. When we got up in the morning, Grandma had spent
the whole night sitting next to that bassinet. We were the only grandchildren
who brought great grandchildren for her to meet. I'm really annoyed with the
rest of them. Miey should have done that. She died in her nitietg year,
when Amy was nine months old. Oh, she was a wonderful woman. Have |
told you her two most famous stories?

DePue: | don't think so.

Webb: You better hear them. When she was a little, tiny didytwere living on a
farm in Indiana, these are German immigrant parents.

DePue: What was her maiden name?

Webb: Jacobs. And they were going to move to lowa. They moved by Conestoga

wagon3! As they approached lowa City, here was this building with this

beautiful golden dome, and the children thought they had gotten to heaven.

They were very disappointed when their
capitol.o (both 1l augh)

But there's another great story from the farm. Grandma told me the
only time her prents ever went away overnighbecause farming families
didn't do that then, she never forgahey left in their small carriage. They
were going to see the Lincoln funeral

DePue: That's one they shared with, | thinkgnélion or more. It was incredible how
many showed up for that.

31 Thelarge covered wagathat wasused for lonedistance traveih thelate eighteenth and nineteenth
centuies typically for carrying pioneers in the westwardgration.
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Webb: | know; | know. Imagine, farmers leaving a farm. They were left with the
hired help. But she never forgot that, never. | thought that was wonderful, just
wonderful. But | also liked thiact that the old capitol was heaven. (laughs) |
thought it was pretty nice too.

DePue: Well it's interesting; that's how you remember your grandmother.
Webb: Yes.

DePue: How would you like to be remembered?

Webb: As a friend, | hope and as not too stutughs) and as loving. I love them

all. They're all very different. We took care of Cameron during the day, when
her mother, Amy, was in school here, for over three years. When they left, it
was terrible. | cried my eyes out. (laughs) That was Megam Tlaeneron,

my great granddaughter, we took care of for eighteen months while her
mother was in school here. So | got to have two more chances at child raising,
and they were wonderful.

We were really lucky to have that,
here. One's children don't stay here; they leave. | was talking to a friend, out in
front yesterday. Her children want them to move to the east coast, because

they're all there. She said, ABut | do
laugh)

DePue: Well especially today, since there's a hurricane bearing down on them.

Webb: Oh yes, today is a good time not to live on the east coast. When myirsister
|l aw says to me, "Why don't you move ba

home. 0 And t hnime alpt]itaeally hak. aveluegveny bit of it.
It's just been a wonderful experience.

DePue: Well, we kind of started today with a discussion about how important being in
Carbondale, living in Carbondale was, and we kind of finished off that way.
Any final comments for you?

Webb: Well, 1 don't think so. I'm grateful I've been able to make a-pastard life,
except that he's still here with me. (laughs) But I'm glad that | didn't just give
up on it. That's a good thing; that's a very good thing.

DePue: Well, | want to thank you for giving me the opportunity to hear your story. |
got into this because | knew youdd gon
and | wanted to hear that ERA story. But | think, maybe even more important
was to hear the story abiohow one of the first women's centers in the country
got its start.

Webb: Yeah, isn't that something?

108



Joyce Webb Interview # ISEA-L-2011-036.01

DePue: Yeah.

Webb: We're going to have our fortieth anniversary, oh my gosh, next year, next
November 2nd. It will be November 2nd, fortieth annivershigly cats,
that's a long time. (laughs)

DePue: A reason to celebrate.

Webb: Yeah, yeah.

DePue: Thank you very much Joyce.

Webb: Oh yes. Now, | want to take you to the Women's Center. What time is it?
DePue: Okay, we'll stop this.

(end of transcript #2)
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